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Section 1 - Welcome 
 
A random find of an article on the barber shop of E.C. Bassett of Connecticut has led me to some very 
interesting information on brothers Edwin Curtis Bassett and William T. Bassett of Hartford, Connecticut. 
Edwin is featured this month. William will be featured next month. 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   217,873 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bassettbranches.org_newsletters_newsletters2014on.shtml&d=CwMFAg&c=S6jE3hMA0s16gx2_CUBBn4vjc1odLunI6MSvd_AfdV8&r=ADbYgOapkXRpzHmfUAhxbzP0otyJJPOFv2Ppp_j_StQ&m=E4bwtBvPwffnJ-zHKAyFoYZentSBz8mzTMl1D0zbtg4&s=q9GysExyxT--pgs3SG5MQx4qRfPXEdgrggHGRsv5wmo&e=


Section 2 - Featured Bassett: Parents of Lee D. Bassett of Kane, Pennsylvania identified  
 
Lee D. Bassett descends from #41B Simon Bassett of Connecticut & Pennsylvania as follows: 
 
Simon Bassett (b. 1771) and wife Mary Tillotson 
Ira Bassett (b. circa 1805) and wife Susan King 
Jerome Jasper Bassett (b. 1834) and wife Catherine ValValkenburg 
Lee D. Bassett (b 1859) 
 
 
Last month featured an article on Lee D. Bassett of Kane, Pennsylvania. His family line has now been 
identified. The following death certificate for him shows his parents as Jerome and Catherine. 
 

 
 
* * * * * 
 
  



Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Edwin Curtis Bassett, Barber and Hypnotist of Hartford, Connecticut  
 
Edwin Curtis Bassett descends from #6B William Bassett of Connecticut as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Hannah (Dickerman) Ives 
John Bassett (b. 1652) and wife Mercy Todd 
John Bassett (b. 1691) and wife Elizabeth Thompson 
Enos Bassett (b. 1724) and wife Mary Heaton 
Amos Bassett (b. 1757) and wife Hannah Goodyear 
Jesse Bassett (b. 1789) and wife Amelia Tuttle 
Edwin Curtis Bassett (b. 1822) and wife Caroline M. Hubbard 
 

The Meriden Daily Journal, Connecticut, Thursday, 21 May 1891 
Barber and Mesmerist 

The Career of Edwin C. Bassett, as Old and Well-Known Hartford Man. 
 
 The death of ex-Councilman Edwin C. Bassett of Hartford, yesterday, at 
his shore cottage at East River, Madison, was caused by pneumonia. He was a 
retired barber, aged sixty-nine and leaves a family. 
 It was in 1844 that he first had a barber shop of his own on State 
street in Hartford, and there he continued during all, or nearly all, the 
rest of his business as a barber. He was affable and good-natured, and always 
had a good line of customers. Very early in the local history of animal 
magnetism (of late years called hypnotism) Mr. Bassett became in interested 
experimenter in that mystic wonder-realm, and so successful was he that he 
gave exhibitions in American hall, of the astonishing facts. He had such 
control over some of his “subjects” that he could affect them at a distance. 
 Once, seeing from his shop a many walking along Central row, on the 
other side of the City hall square, he said to a customer seated in one of 
his barber’s chairs, “What’ll you bet I can’t stop that man, now without 
saying a word?” 
 “You can’t do that, Bassett,” answered the customer. 
 “You see, Said Bassett. 
 The man, who was walking unconcernedly along, on the south side of the 
square, didn’t see Bassett, but suddenly he stopped, standing “stock Still,” 
squarely on the walk, to the surprise of other people meeting or passing him. 
 After keeping hi there a minute, for his customer to see and admit the 
wondrous power (of mind over matter), and of mind on mind), Mr. Bassett said: 
 “Now I’ll let him go on again” and lo, then and there, the man who had 
thus been suddenly and mysteriously stopped by the unuttered wish of an 
unseen man at a distance, as suddenly resumed his interrupted walk. 
 At another time, to convince another skeptic, he made a boy at a 
distance produce and throw a snowball, without calling to him, or even 
letting himself be seen by the boy – and there were several such curious 
instances. Mr. Bassett floored the skepticism of the late David Clark, in one 
of his audiences, by letting Mr. Clark take two figures out of a number of 
figures, and then silently willing, from his standing place by Mr. Clark’s 
side, one of the boys on the exhibition stage to call out the right numbers. 
 Later Mr. Bassett became an enthusiastic aeronaut. He made several 
balloon ascensions, some more successful that other, and altogether became 
quite a prominent figure in the community. 
 After going out of the barber business he became the traveling agent in 
the West, of the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance company – in which 
business he continued several years, until the state of his health obliged 
him to retire. 
 



 
 

The Connecticut Courant, Hartford, Connecticut, Saturday, 4 April 1857 
 

* * * * * 
 
  



Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Old Bassett-Twichell Photo Album from Massachusetts  
 

Hiram Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Mary Lapham 
William Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Sarah Sweetland 
William Bassett (b. 1694) and wife Mary Crossman 
William Bassett (b. 1726) and wife Lydia Fisher 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1754) and wife Martha Belding 
Massa Bassett (b. 1783) and wife Katherine Kingsbury 
Hiram Bassett (b. 1822) and wife Mary Maria Smart 

 
Chuck Bassett Twichell Jr. was in possession of a very old Bassett photo album and has passed it on to 
me. It is sad that only one picture is identified with writing on the back, but I have identified one other as 
well and have possible names for several others. If you descend from this family and would like to see 
more of the picture, let me know. 
 
All of the pictures in the album are most likely descendants of Hiram Bassett or married into the family of 
Hiram Bassett. 
 

The only picture identified in this album is the following labelled Lilla J. Bassett 
 

 
 

This Lilla J. Bassett would be Lilla Jane Clark, daughter of Ezekiel Luther and Ellen L. (Kelley) Clark. She 
married Hedoma M. Bassett, son of Hiram and Mary (Smart) Bassett. 



 
 
 

 
 

Knowing we are dealing with descendants of Hiram Bassett, I decided to see if anyone moved to Lyons, 
Kansas. It turns out that Althea Rose Bassett (born 1849), daughter of Hiram,  married Henry Wilber and 
moved to Lyons, Kansas. I found descendants of the Wilber family that verified this picture is that of Henry 
Wilber (b. 1835). 
 



     
 
I suspect that the above two pictures are of Hiram Bassett and Mary (Smart) Bassett, but do not yet have 
any proof. 
 

   
The above three pictures all seem to be wearing Civil War uniforms and each picture says, Penfield, 
Warren, Massachusetts. I am hoping to get time to check Hiram Bassett grandsons to see if any served in 
the Civil War. Penfield is the photographer and was located in Warren, Massachusetts. 
 
* * * * * 
 



 
 
Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Watercolor Painting by N. Tilney Bassett, Wimborne, England  
 
N. Tilney Bassett most likely descends from #338B Thomas Bassett of Norfolk, England as follows: 
 
Thomas Bassett of Norwich, Norfolk, England and wife Sarah Tilney 
Henry Bassett (b. 1790) and wife Jemima 
Francis Tilney Bassett (b. 1827) and wife Maria Brooke 
Some of his descendants went by the hyphenated surname Tilney-Bassett and others but Tilney Bassett. 
I have not yet identified this N. Tilney Bassett. 
 

 

 
Water color recently for sale on eBay 

 
* * * * * 
 
  



 
 
 
 
Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Death of Milton Bassett, Minister (2013)  
 
Milton G. Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Willison 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1685) and wife Mary Stetson 
Joshua Bassett (b. 1723) and wife Martha McCarroll 
Cornelius Bassett (b. 1755) and wife Chloe Smith 
William Bassett (b. 1795) and wife Lois Mary Evans 
Marcelon Cornelius Bassett (born 1844) and wife Deborah E. Searing 
Henry M. Bassett (born 1868) and wife Florence Hannah Crandall 
Merrill Glenwood Bassett (b. 1905) and wife Esther Edith Hall  
Milton G. Bassett 

 
 
 

Legacy Remember, 13 February 2013 
Milton Bassett 

 
Milton was born on October 18, 1934 to Rev. Merrill and Esther Bassett in 
Anderson, Indiana. He joined his older brother Lowell, and eleven years later 
his brother Paul came into the family. Merrill and Esther pastored churches 
in Lone Pine, California where Milton started kindergarten, Greeley, 
Colorado, Carlsbad, New Mexico, and Longmont, Colorado where Milton graduated 
from high school. During World War II his father Merrill worked at Douglas 
Aircraft so the family lived in Hermosa Beach and then Manhattan Beach, 
California. Milton attended Pasadena College and graduated on June 1, 1956. 
In his junior year there, while sitting alone in his room, he heard God speak 
and tell him He wanted him to be a minister. Surprised and not sure how he 
was going to be able to financially return to school the next year, he "put 
out a fleece." Not long after that he received an invitation from the college 
inviting him to be part of a traveling quartet raising Living Endowment funds 
for the college. He was the bass singer in the Ambassador quartet the summer 
of 1955, and his finances were provided. After graduation he went to Nazarene 
Theological Seminary in Kansas City, Missouri and got a job at Nazarene 
Headquarters where he met Carol Swim who was also working there. Milton and 
Carol were married November 22, 1957 in Kansas City, and Milton graduated 
from seminary in 1960. They moved to Washington state in 1960 where he 
pastored Nazarene churches for 40 years on the Washington Pacific District. 
His pastorates were Clearview from 1960-1962; West Seattle from 1962-1969; 
Mt. Vernon from 1969-1983, and Highline in Normandy Park, WA from 1983-2000 
when he retired. In 1968 Milton and Carol were blessed with Cheryl who came 
to them at three days old, and then, in 1969, Randy was born to them. Upon 
retirement in 2000, Milton and Carol moved to La Mesa, CA to be close to 
their children and grandchildren. He was Grandpa and Papa to Chelsea, 
Quinlan, Joshua, Jacob and Amy. Milton is survived by his wife Carol, his two 
children and daughter-in-law, five grandchildren and brothers Lowell and 
Paul. 
 
* * * * * 



 
 
 
Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Bassett Family Letters from Taunton, Massachusetts 
 
Ella and Catherine Bassett descend from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Martha Hobart 
Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1678) and wife Mary Felch 
Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1722) and wife Sarah Alger 
Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1751) and wife Hannah Woodward 
Stephen Bassett (b. 1785) and wife Phebe Wilbur 
Stephen Taylor Bassett (b. 1817) and wife Hannah Fecto 
Ella Frances Bassett and sister Catherine (Kate) LeForest Bassett 
 
  
Kimberly Aswell has provided me copies of three (3)  Bassett family letters written between Catherine 
Bassett (born 1853), Ella Bassett (born 1851), Hannah (Fecto) Bassett, and William Fecto, brother of 
Hannah and uncle of Catherine and Ella. 
  
 
 
Letter 1 
 
From Kate L. Bassett of Taunton, MA, to her uncle William Fecto of 215 Main Street, Easton, MA. 
 
July 28th, 1862 
 
Dear Uncle William, 
 
Your letter came safe to hand and I was surprised at finding you well. I am writing this letter to let you 
know that I am alive and hope you are the same. I suppose you would like some doughnuts but mother 
cannot send any very well but she would like to very much. I can’t write very good because [unable to 
read] my pen is poor and my [unable to read] and my hand shakes like a pig’s tail. I don’t believe you can 
read it for I can’t hardly. I should like to have you write to me when you can get a chance. 
I can’t think of much to write but I guess I shall finish this [unable to read]. 
I should think I made mistake enough but I can’t help it you must excuse it now I will write you a verse. 
 
      These two lines that look so solemn 
      I just put in to fill the column 
 
Now I must close my letter by bidding you good bye till I write again  
 
yours respectfully 
 
Kate L. Bassett 
 
  



 
 
Letter 2  
From Hannah S. (Fecto) Bassett of Taunton, MA, to her brother William Fecto of Easton, MA.   
 
Taunton 
July 28 1862 
 
Dear Brother, 
 
You must forgive me for my seeming neglect but indeed I do not get much time to write or do any thing 
else for that matter but what I can do and hold my baby. He is a large fat boy and is now sitting on the 
floor gnawing a piece of cracker. I want to see you very much and shall be glad when the war is over and 
hope you will return safely to your home and friends. You must keep up good courage and remember that 
the cause for which you are fighting is a good one. I think if I was a man I should join the army but as it is 
I do not know as I can do any thing, for with a family like mine my hands are pretty well tied. I received 
your letter four weeks ago to day and the watch arrived the saturday before. Cordelia has got it now. 
Write and let me know how you are getting along and if you have got the box that Cordelia sent you last 
week. Henry Byder was here when your last letter arrived his family were as well as usual, he and Fidelia 
have experienced religion and he says Fidelia is very happy and if she is I am very glad of it are not you? 
I heard yesterday that Othniel Gilmore had resigned and come home but it may not be news to you. Tell 
Cordelia I shall expect to see her again in a few weeks and that perhaps my dresses (for I have got two, 
one cost 10 cents and the other 11 per yard) will not be made until she comes. 
From your Sister Hannah S. Bassett 
 
 
Letter 3                                                                                                                                      
From Ella Basset of Taunton, MA, to her uncle William Fecto of Easton, MA.  
 
July 28, 1862 
 
Dear Uncle  
I thought I would sit down and write you a few lines to let you know that I am well and hope these few 
lines will find you the same. The baby has got one tooth now and Cordelia has been here since you went 
to war and [unreadable] came with her and she had a [unreadable] how soon do you think the the war will 
[unreadable] I should liek to have  [unreadable] soon as you can. I can write letters sometimes I can’t 
write so well  [unreadable] the babys name is Clifford Bassett. Do you think it is a pretty name? I think 
Nettie is a pretty name and I think she is a pretty baby. I should like to send you some doughnuts and I 
think you would like to have some too. My ink is not very black it is a pleasant day today. You have not 
wrote but three letters since you went to war. Clifford is crying a litle now Mother has to hold the baby a 
good deal she can’t get a chance to do a great deal of work. Mother has to work Sunday. 
Yours forever 
From Ella F. Bassett to Uncle William 
Taunton 
Massachusetts 
 



 
Pictures of the three letters transcribed above 

 

 
William Fecto home where the letters were found, Easton, Massachusetts 

 

* * * * * 
  



 
 
Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 
No new lines added and no lines combined since the last newsletter. 
 
 
 * * * * *  
 
Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 
results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 
520 Salceda Drive 
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/

