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Section 1 - Welcome

A random find of an article on the barber shop of E.C. Bassett of Connecticut has led me to some very
interesting information on brothers Edwin Curtis Bassett and William T. Bassett of Hartford, Connecticut.
Edwin is featured this month. William will be featured next month.

Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website: 217,873
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POt v To Our Customers, the Purchasers of Hardware, and the Public.

JOHN E. BASSETT & GO.,
HARDWARE DEAILEE

754 Chapel Street and 318-320 State Street,
NEW HAVEN, CONN. '

We would Call your Attention to this Circular and to the Large Variety
of Goods Sold by Us.
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Section 2 - Featured Bassett: Parents of Lee D. Bassett of Kane, Pennsylvania identified

Lee D. Bassett descends from #41B Simon Bassett of Connecticut & Pennsylvania as follows:

Simon Bassett (b. 1771) and wife Mary Tillotson

Ira Bassett (b. circa 1805) and wife Susan King

Jerome Jasper Bassett (b. 1834) and wife Catherine ValValkenburg
Lee D. Bassett (b 1859)

Last month featured an article on Lee D. Bassett of Kane, Pennsylvania. His family line has now been
identified. The following death certificate for him shows his parents as Jerome and Catherine.

|F‘um1'.5NeE GOA—5.0.82. ’230

L m‘:zp TH COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
M DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

R o zasts of: CERTIFICATE OF DEATH BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS . =~ 4
rifslote
Tewnship of TR Reglistration District Ne. . "/‘; fj e, File No.__._.._._..
i D,”%::UI/Z/L.-{._ v Primary Registration Distriot No. ... /. -3"‘5’ ? s Reglstered Mo, © o
or
I ddeath oee in &
ey T S BT F . o el [ W ard) HLunI. ar “I"n:flwm

gve i N i
P NN e

2, FULL NAME..

FERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS I g MEDICAL GEATIFIOATE OF DEATH
[ 3, 4. COLOR OR n..u;i |5 SINGLE, MARRIED, WIDOWED | 16. DATE OF DEATH
_/S OR DIVORCE _25.._. ,_)’
192
‘ fé(( [ /7/?4(. Lf { W ste the mraif%’)@ﬂ-d‘ {Day) (¥ear)
6. DATE OF BIRTH - ;._ E f]ﬁ.:;éﬁr QEATIFY, That | atiznded deceassd from
(Cuy) Year] = 7 e A ................152_3_,&),.....
7. AGE 27 1 LESS than | day | tndd 1 1ast saw heBBECative on. b

é 2 // a7 e / mm:, 3 L and that death cccurred, on the date stated abowe, at., "lf e ﬁ Z
i | The CAUSE OF DEATH" was as follows:
‘8. OCCUPATION (2ZAAL LT p}ﬁ,‘-&m

(a) Trade, profession, or,
articular kind of work . Al Bl o % 2 2o
f) General nature of ml:!ullT}'.

business, or establishment in

which emplayed (or employer) .. G N g
| STRiATHALACE
et o f)a - fo 4 f"“""’.‘ﬁ""

B 0, NAME OF i e = || e R
[ FATHER  piZs oo
Sl ) ek PR v S
0| 1. BIRTHPLACE (Signed).........
£ et LD
z ate or Country] PR |
E T MAIDEW;;.:‘;‘;‘E "Stata tha Dhseass Cavsive Deata: or In deaths from Vionest Cavses, atats (1)
o “_,“ M 4‘1 Meaws oF IMjory; and [2) whether ACCIDENTAL, SUicIDAL, aor HoMICIDAL.
,3 BIRTH FLACE 8. LENGTH OF HESIDENDE (For Hospitals, Institutions, Transienls
OF MUOTHEH or Assant Reasidenial
iS!utf or Country ) &’:J“ ¥ At place In the
14, THE ABOVE nus. 'ro E BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. of death...... i e mos..........ds.  State 5 | U TR
| Where was disease contracted,
If not at place of death..............
[informant) 5%/ i . T i
: M | Funru- P
15, || 18. PLACE OF BURIAL OR REMOVAL | DATE OF BURIAL
3 | - ’ e
| o "£z :’......;....‘..192.3_
risa gttt A0 1023 M'}’;{ Z________ || 0. UNDERTAKE DRESS
Local Haulatui | 2 : g o (o
— ———— = % f. :

* k k *k %



Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Edwin Curtis Bassett, Barber and Hypnotist of Hartford, Connecticut

Edwin Curtis Bassett descends from #6B William Bassett of Connecticut as follows:

William Bassett and wife Hannah (Dickerman) Ives

John Bassett (b. 1652) and wife Mercy Todd

John Bassett (b. 1691) and wife Elizabeth Thompson

Enos Bassett (b. 1724) and wife Mary Heaton

Amos Bassett (b. 1757) and wife Hannah Goodyear

Jesse Bassett (b. 1789) and wife Amelia Tuttle

Edwin Curtis Bassett (b. 1822) and wife Caroline M. Hubbard

The Meriden Daily Journal, Connecticut, Thursday, 21 May 1891
Barber and Mesmerist
The Career of Edwin C. Bassett, as 0ld and Well-Known Hartford Man.

The death of ex-Councilman Edwin C. Bassett of Hartford, yesterday, at
his shore cottage at East River, Madison, was caused by pneumonia. He was a
retired barber, aged sixty-nine and leaves a family.

It was in 1844 that he first had a barber shop of his own on State
street in Hartford, and there he continued during all, or nearly all, the
rest of his business as a barber. He was affable and good-natured, and always
had a good line of customers. Very early in the local history of animal
magnetism (of late years called hypnotism) Mr. Bassett became in interested
experimenter in that mystic wonder-realm, and so successful was he that he
gave exhibitions in American hall, of the astonishing facts. He had such
control over some of his “subjects” that he could affect them at a distance.

Once, seeing from his shop a many walking along Central row, on the
other side of the City hall square, he said to a customer seated in one of
his barber’s chairs, “What’ll you bet I can’t stop that man, now without
saying a word?”

“You can’t do that, Bassett,” answered the customer.

“You see, Said Bassett.

The man, who was walking unconcernedly along, on the south side of the
square, didn’t see Bassett, but suddenly he stopped, standing “stock Still,”
squarely on the walk, to the surprise of other people meeting or passing him.

After keeping hi there a minute, for his customer to see and admit the
wondrous power (of mind over matter), and of mind on mind), Mr. Bassett said:

“Now I’1l let him go on again” and lo, then and there, the man who had
thus been suddenly and mysteriously stopped by the unuttered wish of an
unseen man at a distance, as suddenly resumed his interrupted walk.

At another time, to convince another skeptic, he made a boy at a
distance produce and throw a snowball, without calling to him, or even
letting himself be seen by the boy - and there were several such curious
instances. Mr. Bassett floored the skepticism of the late David Clark, in one
of his audiences, by letting Mr. Clark take two figures out of a number of
figures, and then silently willing, from his standing place by Mr. Clark’s
side, one of the boys on the exhibition stage to call out the right numbers.

Later Mr. Bassett became an enthusiastic aeronaut. He made several
balloon ascensions, some more successful that other, and altogether became
quite a prominent figure in the community.

After going out of the barber business he became the traveling agent in
the West, of the Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance company — in which
business he continued several years, until the state of his health obliged
him to retire.



Fa;}l—tonqblc Hatr Dressing Saloon,
TRUMBULL HOUSE, HARTFORD.
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OF Barber-ous celebrity, having retitted his al:ggp ina
ficst class atyle, would most respectfully annotunce to
the ladfes and gentlemen of this commmunity his {ioprove.
ments, and solicitsthelr patronage. Belleving that a tirst
cluse thop will be sustalned, and his endeavors to please
appreciated BASSETT and his coadjutoas will ever Ve
ready with willing bande to attend 1o your wants. Iufact,
their exertione Lo please are as Wig-orous as ever.

Sometwo years since, BASSETT signed un agreement
with some 19 Barbers of this clty to close thelr shops on
the Sabbath. Where are they 1 2d Peter, 44, 224. Baut
BASSETT,truetothe inetine,s of hls nature when ecgag.
ed in a good cause, having put bls hands to the plough,
never looks back., He alone of those immortal self sacrl
ficlng Barbers atill hold out. Hisshopis closed upon' the
Sanbath, and will continue to be.

BASSETT would call the attention of Iadies and gentle-
men to his Liquid Halr Dye. Every box 1s warranted,
and for durabthity it is unrivalled. It is {nstantaneous in
coioring, and leaves the hair ss soft as it wus before ap-
plied. | 3d 11 mb3l
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The Connecticut Courant, Hartford, Connecticut, Saturday, 4 April 1857
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Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Old Bassett-Twichell Photo Album from Massachusetts

Hiram Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows:

William Bassett and wife Elizabeth

Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Mary Lapham
William Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Sarah Sweetland
William Bassett (b. 1694) and wife Mary Crossman
William Bassett (b. 1726) and wife Lydia Fisher
Samuel Bassett (b. 1754) and wife Martha Belding
Massa Bassett (b. 1783) and wife Katherine Kingsbury
Hiram Bassett (b. 1822) and wife Mary Maria Smart

Chuck Bassett Twichell Jr. was in possession of a very old Bassett photo album and has passed it on to
me. It is sad that only one picture is identified with writing on the back, but | have identified one other as
well and have possible names for several others. If you descend from this family and would like to see
more of the picture, let me know.

All of the pictures in the album are most likely descendants of Hiram Bassett or married into the family of
Hiram Bassett.

The only picture identified in this album is the following labelled Lilla J. Bassett

This Lilla J. Bassett would be Lilla Jane Clark, daughter of Ezekiel Luther and Ellen L. (Kelley) Clark. She
married Hedoma M. Bassett, son of Hiram and Mary (Smart) Bassett.



Knowing we are dealing with descendants of Hiram Bassett, | decided to see if anyone moved to Lyons,
Kansas. It turns out that Althea Rose Bassett (born 1849), daughter of Hiram, married Henry Wilber and
moved to Lyons, Kansas. | found descendants of the Wilber family that verified this picture is that of Henry

Wilber (b. 1835).



| suspect that the above two pictures are of Hiram Bassett and Mary (Smart) Bassett, but do not yet have
any proof.
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| Pongicld, Warrer Mase

The above three ictures all seem to be wearing Civil War uniforms and each picture says, Penfield,
Warren, Massachusetts. | am hoping to get time to check Hiram Bassett grandsons to see if any served in
the Civil War. Penfield is the photographer and was located in Warren, Massachusetts.
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Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Watercolor Painting by N. Tilney Bassett, Wimborne, England

N. Tilney Bassett most likely descends from #338B Thomas Bassett of Norfolk, England as follows:

Thomas Bassett of Norwich, Norfolk, England and wife Sarah Tilney

Henry Bassett (b. 1790) and wife Jemima

Francis Tilney Bassett (b. 1827) and wife Maria Brooke

Some of his descendants went by the hyphenated surname Tilney-Bassett and others but Tilney Bassett.
| have not yet identified this N. Tilney Bassett.

POOLE QUAY Water Colour by N Tilney Bassett, Wimborne W.I
Water color recently for sale on eBay
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Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Death of Milton Bassett, Minister (2013)

Milton G. Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows:

William Bassett and wife Elizabeth

William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford

William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Willison

Nathan Bassett (b. 1685) and wife Mary Stetson

Joshua Bassett (b. 1723) and wife Martha McCarroll

Cornelius Bassett (b. 1755) and wife Chloe Smith

William Bassett (b. 1795) and wife Lois Mary Evans

Marcelon Cornelius Bassett (born 1844) and wife Deborah E. Searing
Henry M. Bassett (born 1868) and wife Florence Hannah Crandall
Merrill Glenwood Bassett (b. 1905) and wife Esther Edith Hall
Milton G. Bassett

Legacy Remember, 13 February 2013
Milton Bassett

Milton was born on October 18, 1934 to Rev. Merrill and Esther Bassett in
Anderson, Indiana. He joined his older brother Lowell, and eleven years later
his brother Paul came into the family. Merrill and Esther pastored churches
in Lone Pine, California where Milton started kindergarten, Greeley,
Colorado, Carlsbad, New Mexico, and Longmont, Colorado where Milton graduated
from high school. During World War II his father Merrill worked at Douglas
Aircraft so the family lived in Hermosa Beach and then Manhattan Beach,
California. Milton attended Pasadena College and graduated on June 1, 1956.
In his junior year there, while sitting alone in his room, he heard God speak
and tell him He wanted him to be a minister. Surprised and not sure how he
was going to be able to financially return to school the next year, he "put
out a fleece." Not long after that he received an invitation from the college
inviting him to be part of a traveling quartet raising Living Endowment funds
for the college. He was the bass singer in the Ambassador quartet the summer
of 1955, and his finances were provided. After graduation he went to Nazarene
Theological Seminary in Kansas City, Missouri and got a job at Nazarene
Headquarters where he met Carol Swim who was also working there. Milton and
Carol were married November 22, 1957 in Kansas City, and Milton graduated
from seminary in 1960. They moved to Washington state in 1960 where he
pastored Nazarene churches for 40 years on the Washington Pacific District.
His pastorates were Clearview from 1960-1962; West Seattle from 1962-1969;
Mt. Vernon from 1969-1983, and Highline in Normandy Park, WA from 1983-2000
when he retired. In 1968 Milton and Carol were blessed with Cheryl who came
to them at three days old, and then, in 1969, Randy was born to them. Upon
retirement in 2000, Milton and Carol moved to La Mesa, CA to be close to
their children and grandchildren. He was Grandpa and Papa to Chelsea,
Quinlan, Joshua, Jacob and Amy. Milton is survived by his wife Carol, his two
children and daughter-in-law, five grandchildren and brothers Lowell and
Paul.
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Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Bassett Family Letters from Taunton, Massachusetts

Ella and Catherine Bassett descend from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows:

William Bassett and wife Elizabeth

Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Martha Hobart

Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1678) and wife Mary Felch

Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1722) and wife Sarah Alger

Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1751) and wife Hannah Woodward

Stephen Bassett (b. 1785) and wife Phebe Wilbur

Stephen Taylor Bassett (b. 1817) and wife Hannah Fecto

Ella Frances Bassett and sister Catherine (Kate) LeForest Bassett

Kimberly Aswell has provided me copies of three (3) Bassett family letters written between Catherine
Bassett (born 1853), Ella Bassett (born 1851), Hannah (Fecto) Bassett, and William Fecto, brother of
Hannah and uncle of Catherine and Ella.

Letter 1

From Kate L. Bassett of Taunton, MA, to her uncle William Fecto of 215 Main Street, Easton, MA.

July 28th, 1862

Dear Uncle William,

Your letter came safe to hand and | was surprised at finding you well. | am writing this letter to let you
know that | am alive and hope you are the same. | suppose you would like some doughnuts but mother
cannot send any very well but she would like to very much. | can’t write very good because [unable to
read] my pen is poor and my [unable to read] and my hand shakes like a pig’s tail. | don’t believe you can
read it for | can’t hardly. | should like to have you write to me when you can get a chance.

| can’t think of much to write but | guess | shall finish this [unable to read].

| should think | made mistake enough but | can’t help it you must excuse it now | will write you a verse.

These two lines that look so solemn
I just put in to fill the column

Now | must close my letter by bidding you good bye till | write again
yours respectfully

Kate L. Bassett



Letter 2
From Hannah S. (Fecto) Bassett of Taunton, MA, to her brother William Fecto of Easton, MA.

Taunton
July 28 1862

Dear Brother,

You must forgive me for my seeming neglect but indeed | do not get much time to write or do any thing
else for that matter but what | can do and hold my baby. He is a large fat boy and is now sitting on the
floor gnawing a piece of cracker. | want to see you very much and shall be glad when the war is over and
hope you will return safely to your home and friends. You must keep up good courage and remember that
the cause for which you are fighting is a good one. | think if | was a man | should join the army but as it is
| do not know as | can do any thing, for with a family like mine my hands are pretty well tied. | received
your letter four weeks ago to day and the watch arrived the saturday before. Cordelia has got it now.
Write and let me know how you are getting along and if you have got the box that Cordelia sent you last
week. Henry Byder was here when your last letter arrived his family were as well as usual, he and Fidelia
have experienced religion and he says Fidelia is very happy and if she is | am very glad of it are not you?
| heard yesterday that Othniel Gilmore had resigned and come home but it may not be news to you. Tell
Cordelia | shall expect to see her again in a few weeks and that perhaps my dresses (for | have got two,
one cost 10 cents and the other 11 per yard) will not be made until she comes.

From your Sister Hannah S. Bassett

Letter 3
From Ella Basset of Taunton, MA, to her uncle William Fecto of Easton, MA.

July 28, 1862

Dear Uncle

| thought | would sit down and write you a few lines to let you know that | am well and hope these few
lines will find you the same. The baby has got one tooth now and Cordelia has been here since you went
to war and [unreadable] came with her and she had a [unreadable] how soon do you think the the war will
[unreadable] | should liek to have [unreadable] soon as you can. | can write letters sometimes | can'’t
write so well [unreadable] the babys name is Clifford Bassett. Do you think it is a pretty name? | think
Nettie is a pretty name and | think she is a pretty baby. | should like to send you some doughnuts and |
think you would like to have some too. My ink is not very black it is a pleasant day today. You have not
wrote but three letters since you went to war. Clifford is crying a litte now Mother has to hold the baby a
good deal she can’t get a chance to do a great deal of work. Mother has to work Sunday.

Yours forever

From Ella F. Bassett to Uncle William

Taunton

Massachusetts



Pictures of the three letters transcribed above

William Fecto home where the letters were found, Easton, Massachusetts
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Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter

No new lines added and no lines combined since the last newsletter.

* k k k *

Section 9 - DNA project update.

No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project.

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below.
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.

http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at:

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at:

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA .xls

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test
results at the following website.

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/

Jeffrey Bassett

520 Salceda Drive
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com
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