
Bassett Family Newsletter, Volume XXIII, Issue 11, 16 Nov 2025 
 
(1) Welcome 
(2) Photo Album of Isadore Lothrop containing Bassett photographs 
(3) Photo of James Nail Bassett Family of Shelby County, Indiana 
(4) Bassett Letter 1807 (Maine to Massachusetts) 
(5) Death of Mary Ellen Bassett of Texas (died 2011) 
(6) Photo of Ruth (Basset) Varney 
(7) Family Recording from Col. Aubrey J. Bassett 
(8) New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
(9) DNA project update 
 

The newsletter link page is below. Once you get to this page, choose the current month to see the 
current newsletter.  
You can either view in a PDF or in a word document format.  

http://bassettbranches.org/newsletters/newsletters2014on.shtml 

 
Section 1 - Welcome 
 
I have several interesting queries through the Bassett website during the past month. Two of them will be 
highlighted this month. The others will be featured once I dig up more information on the Bassett line they 
belong to. 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   217,163 
 

 

* * * * * 
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bassettbranches.org_newsletters_newsletters2014on.shtml&d=CwMFAg&c=S6jE3hMA0s16gx2_CUBBn4vjc1odLunI6MSvd_AfdV8&r=ADbYgOapkXRpzHmfUAhxbzP0otyJJPOFv2Ppp_j_StQ&m=E4bwtBvPwffnJ-zHKAyFoYZentSBz8mzTMl1D0zbtg4&s=q9GysExyxT--pgs3SG5MQx4qRfPXEdgrggHGRsv5wmo&e=


Section 2 - Featured Bassett: Photo Album of Isadore Lothrop including several Bassetts  
 
Zenas Doane Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Nathaniel Bassett and wife Dorcas Joyce 
Joseph Bassett and wife Susannah Howes 
Daniel Bassett and wife Elizabeth Crowell 
Daniel Bassett and wife Hannah Bearse 
Joseph Bassett and wife Zeviah Bearse 
Zenas Doane Bassett 
 
The following information was provided to me by Ruth Alt, Morganville, New Jersey. 
She has in her possession a photo album with the following inscription. 
“Presented to Isadore Lothrop on her 27th birthday, her husband.  
New York, March 15th, 1862” 
 

    
         Hannah Coleman (Bassett) Lothrop                                    Joseph Bassett  1763 - 1855 
                           1801 – 1877 
 
 
 



 
 
Zenas Doane Bassett – 1786 – 1864                        Sally Bassett (2nd wife of Zenas) 1802 – 1874 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Photo of James Nail Bassett family of Indiana  
 
James Nail Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Rainsford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Willison 
William Bassett (b. 1680) and wife Abigail Bourne 
William Bassett (b. 1711) and wife Lydia Smith 
Rufus Bassett (b. 1757) and wife Jedidah Handy 
Nymphas Bassett (b. 1784) and wife Thankful Ann Bruce 
Oliver C. Bassett (b. 1824) and wife Elizabeth Monroney 
James K. Bassett (b. 1856) and wife Emma A. Fox 
Oliver Cook Bassett (b. 1879) and wife Maude Nail 
James Nail Bassett 
 



 
James Nail Bassett Family of Shelby County, Indiana 

 
 
* * * * * 



 
 
Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Bassett Letter from 1807 (Maine to Massachusetts)  
 
William Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Mary Lapham 
William Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Sarah Sweetland 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1702) and wife Hannah Washburn 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1747) and wife Hannah Lathrop 
William Bassett (b. 1777 and his sister Sarah (Bassett) Keith 
 
This is a transcription of a letter written by Sarah (Bassett) Keith to her brother William and Abiah Bassett, 
from Winslow Maine to Bridgewater, Massachusetts. 
 

 
 

* * * * * 
 

 

 



Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Death of Mary Ellen Bassett of Texas (2011)  
 
Mary Ellen Bassett descends from #1B John Bassett of Connecticut as follows: 
 
John Bassett and wife Margery 
Robert Bassett and wife Mary 
Robert Bassett (b. 1640) and wife Elizabeth Riggs 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1692) and wife Deborah Bennett 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1719) and wife Sarah Botsford 
Abraham Bassett (b. 1753) and wife Mary Baldwin 
Abel Bassett (b. 1789) and wife Martha Peck 
Charles Bassett (b. 1819) and wife Jane E. Storrs 
Samuel LeGrand Bassett (b. 1858) 
Carols LeGrand Bassett (b. 1904) and wife Florence King 
Mary Ellen Bassett 
 

San Antonio, Express-News, March 13, 2011 
Mary Bassett 

 
Mary Ellen Bassett passed away March 8, 2011. She was born September 27, 1921 
in Washington, D.C. to Carlos Legrand and Florence King Bassett. Her parents 
died when Mary was an infant, so she was raised by her loving grandmother 
Amelia Jane King Spalding and step-grandfather Edward Spalding. Her aunts, 
Shirley and Dorothy, and her cousin, George, were her close family. All have 
preceded her in death. Mary attended school in Washington, D.C. where she was 
an active participant in activities involving the arts and music. She was 
also a very able athlete and a particularly good baseball player. She had a 
lovely voice and appeared in several productions of the Washington Light 
Opera Company. In New York she joined a USO Operetta Company that toured the 
Pacific areas and Japan just after the end of World War II. She returned to 
Japan in the 1950's where she worked as a professional photographer for the 
US government. She came to San Antonio to visit a friend she had known in 
Japan and liked it so much she decided to stay. Her friend, Lois Mecham, and 
Lois' family became Mary's family for life. Mary was a talented artist, 
sculptor, and photographer. She had her own photography business. She loved 
gardening and "do-it-yourself" projects in the yard and around the house. She 
and Lois traveled extensively around the US and Canada, sharing their 
interest in photography. Mary's outstanding quality was her outgoing 
personality and gentle sense of humor. She made friends easily and had a 
lively interest in a wide range of things. Mary is survived by her life-long 
friend, Lois Mecham; her cousins, Jane Allyn Clarke of Arden, NC and Danny 
Locke of Boyce, VA and their families; and her cousin, George's wife Sylvia 
and their children. A memorial service for family members will be held at a 
future date. Mary's family is deeply grateful to Odyssey Hospice, 
particularly Ellen, Katrina, Susan and Debra for their loving and tender care 
and support they gave Mary and Lois. Memorial contributions may be made to 
Odyssey Hospice, 4440 S. Piedras Dr, San Antonio, TX 78228. 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Photo of Ruth (Basset) Varney:  
 
Ruth Basset descends from #4B William Bassett of Massachusetts as follows: 
 
Roger Bassett and wife Ann Holland 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Sarah Burt 
William Bassett (b. 1647) and wife Sarah Hood 
William Bassett (b. 1678) and wife Rebecca Berrry 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1715) and wife Eunice Hacker 
Isaac Bassett (b. 1741) and wife Mary Cooolins 
Isaac Basset (b. 1779) and wife Ruth Breed 
William Basset (b. 1806) and wife Mary Boyce 
William Basset (b. 1839) and wife Lydia Ann Buffum 
Ruth (Basset) Varney 
 

 
 

Ruth Basset Varney (circa 1895)  Provided by Meg Coon 
 
* * * * * 



Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Family Recording from Col. Aubrey J. Bassett  
 
Col. Aubrey J. Bassett descends from #359B Robert Bassett of South Carolina as follows: 
 
Robert W. Bassett (b.1856) and wife Isabel Frances Sylvester 
Aubrey Jefferson Bassett (b. 1884) and wife Katherni8e Dorothy Morrissey 
Aubrey Jefferson Bassett Jr. (b. 1926) 
 

 
Recording of family message sent to Cadet Aubrey J. Bassett Jr. circa early 1940’s 

Side 1.mp3

 
The Advertiser, Louisiana, September 3, 2012 

Aubrey Jefferson Bassett Jr. (1926-2012) 
 
LAFAYETTE - Funeral services will be held on Tuesday, September 4, 2012 at a 
1:00 PM Mass of Christian Burial in Lakelawn Metairie Funeral Home Chapel for 
Aubrey Jefferson Bassett, Jr., who passed away peacefully surrounded by his 
wife and children on Sunday, September 2, 2012 at the age of 86.  
 
Aubrey was born in San Antonio, Texas on July 30, 1926 to Colonel Aubrey 
Jefferson and Katherine Morrissey Bassett. He was a HAM operator at the age 
of twelve, a champion skeet shooter at the age of 13 and a heavyweight 



champion wrestler at Georgia Tech. He graduated from Georgia Tech with a 
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering at the age of eighteen and was 
commissioned as an ensign. He graduated from the University of Florida with a 
Master of Science degree in engineering.  
 
He worked as a Geophysicist at Shell Oil for forty-one years, in charge of 
marine seismic data acquisition for Shell Offshore and project manager for 
design and construction of the research vessel Shell America, the largest and 
most advanced data acquisition vessel of its time. He received credits from 
Texas A & M, M.I.T. and San Diego State. Mr. Bassett was President of the 
Southeastern Geophysical Society and was inducted into the Geophysical Hall 
of Fame in Galveston, Texas. 
 
Mr. Bassett lived in New Orleans following his retirement and was a devoted 
volunteer at the Aquarium of Americas in New Orleans. Hurricane Katrina blew 
Aubrey and Toby to Lafayette, which turned out to be a blessing as his 
children and grandchildren all lived nearby. His favorite past-time was being 
with family. He enjoyed a special connection with all of the family dogs, who 
instinctively were attracted to his kindness and expert ear rubs.  
 
Aubrey loved his many trips with Toby and was grateful for the opportunity to 
visit places all over the world. In 2011, Toby encouraged Aubrey to make what 
would be his final cruise to Barcelona, Spain and ports nearby. 
 
He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Laurenell (Toby) Fleming Bassett; his 
daughters, Kathy Bassett Hardy and her husband, Charlie of Lafayette, LA., 
Liz Bassett Parker and her husband, Tony of Lafayette; and one son, Jeffrey 
M. Bassett and his wife, Cecette Smith Bassett of Opelousas. He also leaves 
to cherish his memory his beloved grandchildren, Justin Hardy, Ashley Hardy 
Caruthers, Laura Bassett, Taylor Bassett, Scott Bassett, Braden Parker and 
Nicole Parker; and was eagerly awaiting the arrival of his first great 
grandchild. 
 
Preceding him in death were his parents; sister, Tracy Montcalm; and son, 
David Bassett. 
 
Pallbearers will be Charles Hardy, Tony Parker, Justin Hardy, Taylor Bassett, 
Scott Bassett and Braden Parker. 
 
Visitation will be at Martin & Castille's SOUTHSIDE Location on Monday, 
September 3, 2012 from 5:00 PM to 8:00 PM. Visitation will resume on Tuesday, 
September 4, 2012 at Lakelawn Funeral Home in Metairie from 11:00 AM until 
time of services. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in his memory to Hospice of 
Acadiana, 2600 Johnston Street, Suite 200, Lafayette, LA. 70506, St. Pius 
School, 200 East Bayou Parkway, Lafayette, LA. 70508, or to the charity of 
your choice. 
 
View the obituary and guestbook online at www.mourning.com.  
 
Martin & Castille - SOUTHSIDE, 600 E. Farrel Road, Lafayette, LA. 70508. 337-
984-2811 
 
* * * * * 
 
 



Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 
No new lines added and no lines combined since the last newsletter. 
 
 
 * * * * *  
 
Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 
results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 
520 Salceda Drive 
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/

