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Section 1 - Welcome 
 
There will be several articles over the next few months on descendants of #4B William Bassett of Lynn, 
Massachusetts. 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   215,644 
 

 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bassettbranches.org_newsletters_newsletters2014on.shtml&d=CwMFAg&c=S6jE3hMA0s16gx2_CUBBn4vjc1odLunI6MSvd_AfdV8&r=ADbYgOapkXRpzHmfUAhxbzP0otyJJPOFv2Ppp_j_StQ&m=E4bwtBvPwffnJ-zHKAyFoYZentSBz8mzTMl1D0zbtg4&s=q9GysExyxT--pgs3SG5MQx4qRfPXEdgrggHGRsv5wmo&e=


 
 
Section 2 - Featured Bassett: Death of William Basset of Lynn, Massachusetts (1925)  
 
William Basset descends from #4B William Bassett of Lynn, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
Roger Bassett and wife Ann Holland 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Sarah Burt 
William Bassett (b. 1647) and wife Sarah Hood 
William Bassett (b. 1678) and wife Rebecca Berry 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1715) and wife Eunice Hacker 
Isaac Bassett (b. 1741) and wife Mary Collins 
Isaac Bassett (b. 1779) and wife Ruth Breed 
William Basset (b. 1824) and wife Mary Boyce 
William Basset (b. 1839) 
 
 

                              
 

The Daily Item, Lynn, Massachusetts, Saturday, 14 March 1925 
William Basset Dies At Age Of 85 

Formerly Bank Man, Library Trustee, Lumber Man, Oxford Club Member 
 
 William Basset, aged 84, former treasurer of the Lynn public library 
and a member of the board of trustees, prominent member of the Oxford club 



and widely known in financial and banking circles, during past years, died 
this morning at 5.45 o’clock at his home, 55 Baltimore street, following an 
illness of two weeks. Mr. Basset had been troubled at intervals for more than 
a year from bronchitis. 
 Mr. Basset was a native of this city, born Sept. 30, 1839, the son of 
William and Mary (Boyce) Basset, a descendant of the Basset family, which was 
one of the early settlers of this city, and at one time owned all the land 
from Nahant street to Red Rock street and to the water front. The house Mr. 
Basset lived in was part of the farm of Isaac Basset, his grandfather, who 
laid out Basset street. 
 He was educated in the Lynn schools, graduating from the Lynn High 
school. In 1855, he entered the employ of the old First National bank, which 
is now the Essex Trust Co., of which his father was cashier. He was a 
messenger boy and later became a clerk, and then was appointed cashier of a 
bank in Boston. In 1874 he became a member of the brokerage firm of Brewster, 
Basset & Co., in Boston, continuing until 1903. For a period of years Mr. 
basset was affiliated in the lumber business on Commercial street with the 
firm of Breed & Basset. 
Was Library Trustee 
 Mr. Basset was a director of the First National bank from Jan. 11, 
1876, to July 27, 1903, and vice president from Jan.8, 1884, until the same 
time when the bank was changed to the Essex Trust Co. He was also formerly a 
director of the National Shawmut bank of Boston for a long term of years. In 
1914 he became a member of the board of trustees of the Lynn public library 
and was elected treasurer, which offices he filled until December last years, 
when he resigned. For a number of years he was a director of the Lynn Gas & 
Electric Co. 
 Mr. Basset was married three times, his first wife being Lydia Buffum, 
daughter of the late Mayor James N. Buffum. Mr. Buffum built the house in 
which Mr. Basset resided on Baltimore street. After the death of his first 
wife Mr. Basset was remarried and his second wife also died within a few 
years of his marriage. His third wife was Mrs. Sarah Goodrich Milliken of 
Brookline, from whom he was divorced in 1906. 
 Mr. Basset was prominent in affairs of the Oxford club, with which he 
was a member for many years. He was a daily visitor to the club. He was a men 
of pronounced viewpoints, but never was interested in political matters. For 
a long period of years Mr. basset was one of the leading factors of the Lynn 
Historical society and took considerable interest in affairs of the society. 
 He was a lover of music and took keen delight in reading French 
magazines and literature, being a subscriber to many French magazines for 
many years, being able to speak the French language fluently. He was also a 
lover of music and was a constant patron of symphonic and vocal concerts in 
Lynn and Boston. He made many visit to France and was in that country during 
the outbreak of the World War in 1914, and was forced to shorten his visit 
due to conditions in France. 
 Mr. Basset always resided on Baltimore street, this street being laid 
out by his father through the apple orchard of his estate. He leaves a son, 
William of this city and a daughter, Mrs. Ruth Basset Varney of Fall Rivers, 
also several grandchildren. 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Joseph Hazelton Bassett of New Jersey Pharmacy Trading Card  
 
Joseph Bassett descends from #4B William Bassett of Lynn, Massachusetts as follows: 
 



Roger Bassett and wife Ann Holland 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Sarah Burt 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1649) and wife Elizabeth Collins 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1692) and wife Abigail Davis 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1722) and wife Mary Woodnutt 
Josehp Bassett (b. 1765) and wife Mary Allen 
William Bassett (b. 1803) and wife Abigail Hazelton 
Joseph Hazelton Bassett (b. 1842) and wife Elizabeth Griscom 
 
 

 
 

The Penn’s Grove Record, Penns Grove, New Jersey, Saturday 10 August 1889 
 
 Joseph Bassett, a druggist in Salem, reputed to be well off, has made 
an assignment. 
 

The Penn’s Grove Record, Penns Grove, New Jersey, Friday, 30 December 1892 
 
 Joseph Bassett, for many years a druggist in Salem, died suddenly last 
Saturday of heart failure. The deceased was about fifty years of age, and 
served in the army in the Twelfth New Jersey Volunteers. 
 

The Penn’s Grove Record, New Jersey, Friday, 24 August 1894 
 
 Mrs. Elizabeth Bassett, of Salem, widow of the late Joseph Bassett, has 
been granted a pension. 
 
 
* * * * * 



 
 
 
 
 
Section 4 - Featured Bassett: The Bassetts of Clover Lea Plantation, Virginia   
 
George Washington Bassett descends from #5B William Bassett of Virginia as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Anne 
William Bassett and wife Bridget Cary 
William Bassett (b. 1671) and wife Joanna Burwell 
William Bassett (b. 1709) and wife Elizabeth Churchill 
Burwell Bassett (b. 1734) and wife Anna Maria Dandridge 
John Bassett (b. 1765) and wife Betty Carter Browne 
George Washington Bassett (b. 1800) and wife Betty Burnet Lewis 
 
 

 
Wedding image for George Washington Bassett and Betty Burnet Lewis married Aug. 1, 1826 

Found at The Ordinary of New Kent, Virginia 
 



 
George Washington Bassett 

 

 
 

Herald-Progress, Virginia, 25 October 1978 
Clover Lea added to historic list 

 
 Clover Lea, a stately antebellum home near the Pamunkey River in 
Hanover, has been added to the Virginia Landmarks Register, the Virginia 
Historic Landmarks Commission announced this week. 
 The addition of Clover Lea to the state list qualifies the home for 



nomination to the national Register of Historic Places maintained by the U.S. 
Department of Interior. 
 Dramatically situated on spacious grounds of broad lawns and old trees, 
Clover Lea presents an idealized picture of a Southern antebellum country 
residence. With it tall portico, high-ceiling rooms, and handsome woodwork, 
the house is a fine specimen of the Greek Revival style, and although not 
large compared to houses of the deep South, it has the stately air inherent 
in the Grecian mode. Erected in 1845-46 by George Washington Bassett, the 
place is also the terminus of the migratory settlement pattern of this 
prominent Tidewater family after five generations in Virginia. 
 William Bassett, the progenitor of the family, came to Virginia from 
England in the third quarter of the 17th century. He patented considerable 
amounts of land in New Kent County on the south side of the Pamunkey and York 
Rivers in 1663, 1669, and 1682. His son William Bassett is first found in 
land records when he became the owner of 2048 acres in New Kent on “s.s. 
Pamunkey; adjacent Col. Bacon; 23 April 1688.. granted to Capt. Wm. Bassett, 
his father, 29 April 1687..” Bassett is recorded as acquiring another patent 
in 1686 consisting of 1066 acres n New Kent, “on Pamunkey River, from the new 
dwelling house of said Bassett, to the mouth of the sd. river, and to his 
house called the brick house where the county court was formerly held.” This 
property included the new dwelling house, Eltham, descended to his son 
Burwell Bassett, a brother-in-law of George Washington. Patent records reveal 
that Burwell bassett acquired additional land in New Kent, and the first 
Hanover land tax books in 1782 charges him with 900 acres. The following year 
his Hanover holdings increased to 1264 acres. Upon the death of Burwell, the 
property was inherited John. John Bassett died in 1826, and his son Geroge 
Washington Bassett, the builder of Clover Lea, inherited all the land charged 
to his father in the land tax book of 1825. 
 George Washington Bassett married Betty Burnett Lewis and lived on 
Lewis land until 1830, at which time the family moved to Eltham, the old 
Bassett homestead in New Kent. The family then moved to Hanover County, where 
the Bassett family holdings had increased to 1428¾ acres. Bassett continued 
to add to the family land by purchasing two adjoining tracts of land in 1844-
45. Here he built Clover Lea to accommodate the needs of a growing family. 
 Architecturally, Clover Lea illustrates how Greek Revival-style 
architecture was adapted for the country residences of the landholding 
gentry. Such regional characteristics as a low hip roof and high basement 
represent features that are especially suite to the climatic and domestic 
needs of the South. The side-hall plan an masterful treatment of the interior 
woodwork suggest the skill of a competent architect-builder. 
 The house has many parallels with Richmond townhouses of the period and 
may indeed have been designed by a Richmond architect. Its most striking 
parallels with the capital’s compact proportions, and flat-roofed portico 
sheltering the entire façade. 
 Clover Lea passed out of the Bassett family by the end of the 19th 
century and is presently owned by Dr. Allan B. Cady, who is restoring the 
house. The grounds around Clover Lea retain a significant portion of 19th-
century tree and shrub plantings, including a crape myrtle arbor in the rear. 
 The home is located on Rt. 29 near its intersection with Rt. 606. 
 

* * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 



Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Trading Card for Brand & Bassett, Los Angeles, California   
 
Randolph Stockdale Bassett descends from #56B Jonathan Bassett of New York as follows: 
 
Jonathan Bassett and wife Amy Finch 
John Bassett (b. 1779) and wife Anna Parker 
John Parker Bassett (b. 1819) and wife Elizabeth Ann Rees 
Randolph Stockdale Bassett 
 

 
 
 
* * * * * 
 



 
Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Richard Bassett of Washington and British Columbia, Canada  
 
James Bassett descends from #180B William Bassett of Hadlow, Kent as follows: 
 
William Bassett 
William Bassett (b.1683) and wife Ester Sheath 
John Bassett (b. 1711) and wife Elizabeth Philpot 
John Bassett (b. 1744) and wife Elizabeth Bennet 
James Bassett (b. 1770) and wife Mary Seager 
James Bassett (b. 1801) and wife Elizabeth Knight 
James Bassett (b. 1824) and wife Elizabeth Hagedorn 
Richard Baxter Bassett (b. 1873) and wife Margaret Allison McLellan 
 

The Spokesman-Review, Spokane, Washington, Sunday, 22 November 1896 
Had Enough Of It 

Richard Bassett has Returned From Central America 
Washington Satisfied Him Now 

No One Should To Costa Rica With Less Than $10,000 if He Wishes to Speculate 
People Live Most on Rice 

 
 Richard Bassett passed through town Wednesday on his return to Egypt 
from Gemize, a Spanish town on the west coast of Costa Rica, in Central 
America, where a number of Lincoln county people located over a year ago, 
says the Davenport Time, His mother and all the family left Costa Rica 
November 6th, coming across the Gulf of Mexico, thence up the Mississippi 
river about 100 miles and then across the country to Salt Lake City where 
they took the Union Pacific road to Spokane. Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Bassett went 
on to Buffalo, N.Y., from New Orleans, where they expect to remain over the 
winter. 
 Richard Bassett has had all of Central America he wants, and he says is 
glad to get back to this country alive. No one should think going drown 
there, he remarks, with less than $10,000, if he wished to speculate in 
property, and no one should go there for any purpose without plenty of money 
to get back on. he weighted 169 pounds when he went down there, and only 130 
when he left. This is the experience of every one who tries to live there. 
The heat is so oppressive that people eat scarcely anything, and big stout 
men soon grow thin and poor. There are very few American settlements, most 
who go there returning after a few weeks’ residence, unless detained by lack 
of means. 
 It is a magnificent country to look upon as seen by the tourist. The 
surface is sloping, and everything is fresh and green. Almost anything will 
grow but nothing bears. Potatoes, watermelons and nearly all kinds of 
vegetables grow luxuriantly, but they produce nothing, the growth running to 
vine and stalk. People live mostly on rice and eat bread only once a day. 
Rice is 125 cents per pound, beans 30 cents per pound, lard 40 cents, flour 
25 cents, sugar 50 cents, cabbage 25 cents, dried applies $1.50 per pound. A 
pair of boots cost from $14 to $18, and lumber sells for #130 per thousand 
feet. The laborer gets $1.50 per day, but the money used is a depreciated 
currency worth about one-half its face value. The native laborer lives about 
like our Indians, and white people who try to work for a living are treated 
like serfs. 
 Robert Gunning, who went down there late last fall, returned some time 
ago, and his father, who bought a piece of land for $7000, now offers it for 
$6000, with all the improvements he has made on it. He is the only one from 
Lincoln county remaining there.  



 Mrs. Bassett and the younger members of the family went to Trail, B.C., 
where she will remain over the winter with her eldest son James, who is 
engage in business at that point. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 7 - Featured Bassett: James Harrison Bassett, Landscape Architect from Ohio  
 
James Harrison Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1628) and wife Dorcas Joyce 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1670) and wife Elizabeth Jones 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1700) and wife Alice Weaver 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1740) and wife Tabitha Waite 
William Bassett (b. 1765) 
Samuel Bassett (b.1795) and wife Elsie Lewis 
Lewis Bassett (b. 1825) and wife Sarah Edgecomb 
Philo Horace Bassett (b. 1852) and wife Alice Everett 
Howard Everett Bassett (b. 1893 
James Harrison Bassett (still living) 
 

The Lima News, Ohio, Sunday, Sept. 9, 1956 
James Bassett Opens Landscape Office Here 

 
 James H. Bassett, Route 5, landscape architect and site planner, has 
opened an office at 622 National Bank Building. 
 He has been practicing independently for two years after association 
with Marion Packard, Columbus landscape architect, and recently with L.G. 
Linnard of Maumee and Detroit. Among the projects Bassett completed while 
with Linnard are the landscape and site planning for Flint, Mich., Municipal 
Center and Norwalk Hospital. 
 A graduate of Lafayette-Jackson High School, Bassett received his 
bachelor of science degree in landscape architecture from Ohio State 
University. While at OSU he received the merit award for excellence in study 
of landscape architecture from the American Society of Landscape Architects, 
of which he is an associate. 
 As a senior, Bassett was the landscape architectural member of a OSU 
team that won first place in the national collegiate design problem, given by 
the Alumni of the American Academy in Rome. 
 He is married to the former Jo Ann Vore and is the son of Mrs. Doris 
Bassett, Route 5, and the late Howard E. Bassett. 
 
To visit a website with a history on the Bassett Associates Landscape 
Architects/Planners Firm, you can click on the following link: 
 
Bassett Associates Archive 
 
This link contains a more details biography. 
 
James H. Bassett biography · Artspace Lima 2001 Exhibition · Bassett Associates Archive 
 

https://bassettassociates.org/
https://bassettassociates.org/archive/exhibits/show/artspace/bio


                  
Wedding Photograph of Howard Everett and Doris Delphine (Giffin) Bassett 

Courtesy of Steven Baskauf, son of James Harrison Bassett 
 
  



 
 
 
Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 
No new or combined families since the last newsletter. 
 
 * * * * *  
 
Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 
results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 
520 Salceda Drive 
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
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