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Section 1 - Welcome 
 
The following trees were added to the Bassett website database since the last newsletter: 
 
              526B. Bassetts of Ulster County, New York  
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   174,881 
 
This month begins a series of article on the Bassett family of Virginia beginning with an article on Frances 
Bassett. 
 

 
 
 
* * * * * 
  



Section 2 - Featured Bassett: World War I Military ID Tag for Earle W. Bassett   
 
Earle W .Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Williston 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1685) and wife Mary Stetson 
Joshua Bassett (b. 1723) and wife Martha McCarroll 
Isaac Bassett (b. 1760) and wife Abigail 
William Bassett (b. 1787) and wife Cemantha Powers 
Charles Wesley Bassett (b. 1810) and wife Nancy 
Melvin Orlando Bassett (b. 1845) and wife Helen Wilmot Purdy 
Charles Sheridan Bassett (b. 1872) and wife Nellie Mae Williams 
 

                   
                      US Military WWI Era Tag ID for sale on ebay 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 3 - Featured Bassett: 2nd Novel by Tony Bassett of England  
  
Tony Bassett descends from #184B William Bassett as follows: 
 
William Bassett (b. 1480) 
John Bassett (b. 1509) and wife Joanne 
Henry Bassett (b. 1542) and wife Joan Vane 
Henry Bassett (b. 1572) and wife Joanne Johnson 
Henry Bassett (b. 1593) and wife Barbara Baker 
William Bassett (b. 1620) and wife Mary 
Edward Bassett (b. 1659) and wife Elizabeth Younge 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1687) and wife Mary Ashbye 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1703) and wife Elizabeth Johnson 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1726) and wife Jane Snell 
Maria Bassett (b. 1821) 
Edward Bassett (b. 1839) and wife Rebecca Bowler 
Alfred Cuthbert Bassett (b. 1874) and wife Ethel Ada Hostler 
Jack George Bassett (b. 1907) 
Tony Bassett 



 

    
 
The book can be ordered from one of the links below. 
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PRESS RELEASE 

  
Tony Bassett, a former Fleet Street journalist from  South East London in 
the UK, has had his second book published this mont h to coincide with the 
second anniversary of the Wiltshire novichok poison ings. 
     Tony Bassett, author of thriller The Lazarus C harter, said: “I felt 
compelled to write the novel partly because of the growing dangers posed in 
this country by foreign agents who seem to believe they can act without 
regard for the law.”  
       On March 4, 2018, former Russian intelligenc e officer Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter Yulia fell ill in Salisbury after being exposed to 
novichok.  Four months later, innocent mother-of-th ree Dawn Sturgess, 44, 
died in the city’s hospital, eight days after comin g into contact with the 
same nerve agent.  
     The former Sunday People journalist has dedica ted his book to Dawn 
Sturgess and also to Alexander Litvinenko, who was poisoned in a separate 
incident in London in 2006. 
     The novel concerns Kent couple, Bob and Anne S haw, whose lives are 
threatened by Russian agents.  
    Tony says: ‘The novel partly focuses on the new  dangers posed in Britain 
by the activities of Russian intelligence agents.  So I wanted to dedicate it 
to the two people who have lost their lives as a re sult of the two major 
poisoning cases.’ 



     The thriller begins at a London Underground st ation where teacher Bob 
Shaw spots a friend getting off a train.  He is stu nned because he had 
attended the man’s funeral five weeks earlier. As B ob and his wife 
investigate, their lives come under threat and they  are forced to flee their 
home, just outside Canterbury. 
     The Lazarus Charter is a sequel to Tony’s prev ious book, the crime novel 
Smile Of The Stowaway, which was released in Decemb er 2018. In that book, the 
Kent couple, Bob and Anne, discover a stowaway bene ath their motor home on 
returning to Canterbury from a holiday in France.   
     Instead of handing him to the authorities, the  couple provide the 
smiling stranger with shelter and find him a job.  Then he is accused of 
murder and the couple battle to clear his name.  Th e book was inspired by a 
news story Tony wrote for the national papers in Se ptember 2014 about a 
stowaway found beneath a mobile home in Ashford, Ke nt. 
      Tony spent 43 years working as a journalist, mainly for the Sunday 
People.  He has five grown-up children who all live  in South Wales.   He is a 
Life Member of the National Union of Journalists. 
       The Lazarus Charter is available both as a p aperback book or eBook 
from Amazon, publishers The Conrad Press and other established outlets. 
       Stan Sturgess, father of Dawn, said: ‘I’ve b egun to read the book and 
I’ve been impressed by what I’ve read so far.’  His  wife Caroline said: 'It 
was a lovely gesture, dedicating the book to Dawn, and we hope it is very 
successful.'    
     Marina Litvinenko said: ‘I have just started t o read the book.  I am 
very pleased Tony has dedicated the book to my husb and.  But it was poignant 
to me to read the dedication and find that both he and Dawn Sturgess were the 
same age, 44, when they died.’ 
 
 
* * * * * 
           
Section 4 – Featured Bassett: Murder of Capt. Peleg Tripp Bassett of Denver, Colorado  
 
Capt. Peleg Tripp Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Williston 
William Bassett (b. 1680) and wife Abigail Bourne 
John Bassett (b. 1716) and wife Mercy Newcomb 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1759) and wife Lydia Mendall 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1790) and wife Abigail M. Tripp 
Capt. Peleg Tripp Bassett (b. 1815) and wife Susan Bray 
 
Bassett Street in Denver, Colorado is named for Pel eg Tripp Bassett. 
 

Gold!: Madness, Murder, and Mayhem in the Colorado Rockies 
By Ian Neligh 

 
 Peleg T. Bassett, Denver’s first town recorder, an d John Scudder, the 
treasurer of Auraria Town Company, were once good f riends but soon became 
implacable enemies. On April 16, 1859, Scudder hear d Bassett telling others he 
wasn’t trustworthy and accusing the Denver recorder  of opening his mail. An 
insult too serious to ignore, Scudder went to Basse tt’s cabin to confront him 
about what he claimed were false accusations. Appar ently Bassett initially 
denied bad-mouthing his former friends, but as thei r conversation grew heated, 



he admitted that he had indeed spoken the unkind wo rds. 
 The argument grew more intense and Bassett grabbed  a pick handle and 
lunged at Scudder, who evaded the attack, drew his pistol, and shot Bassett at 
close range. Following the discharge of the firearm , Bassett stumbled back 
against his house with a bullet in his chest and so on died. Scudder tried to 
say his actions were in self-defense, but a lynchin g mentality was growing 
within the population. Only about a week prior, Joh n Stoefel had the dubious 
honor of being the town’s first hanging for killing  his brother-in-law. Scudder 
wisely fled back east until tempers calmed before l ater returning to Denver. 
 

Murder of Captain Bassett 
 
 On the 16th of April, Captain Bassett was shot and  mortally wounded by 
J.W. Scudder. After Bassett's death, the murderer s ucceeded in effecting his 
escape from custody, and in company with Carrol Woo d, who was implicated in the 
crime, left the city. 
 

Trial of Scudder for the Murder of Capt. Bassett 
 
 On the 18th day of April, John Scudder who, in an affray, had shot and 
killed Peleg T. Bassett, was tried by a people's co urt, Chas. A. Lawrence, 
Esq., acting as Judge, and acquitted. The deed was done on the 16th of April, 
1859, since which time Mr. Scudder had been sojourn ing in Utah, returning to 
Denver voluntarily to stand his trial. By the evide nce, it was conclusively 
shown that the prisoner had only acted in self-defe nse.  
 
* * * * *     
       
Section 5 – Featured Bassett: Martha Bassett of Kansas and the Osage Indian Raid  
 
William Warren Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Mary Lapham 
William Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Sarah Sweetland 
William Bassett (b. 1694) and wife Mercy Crossman 
William Bassett (b. 1726) and wife Lydia Fisher 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1754) and wife Martha Belding 
Massa Bassett (b. 1783) and wife Catharine Kingsbury 
Rufus Samuel Bassett (b. 1807) and wife Mary Ann Douglas 
William Warren Bassett (b. 1841) and wife Martha Stephens 
 
Mrs. Bassett mentioned in the story below is Martha Stephens, second wife of William Warren Bassett. 
 

Pioneer Life and Lore of McPherson County, Kansas 
By Edna Nyquist 

The Story of Mrs. Bassett 
 
 The Osage Indian raid in Septmeber, 1868, when the y carried off Mrs. 
Martha Bassett on Sharps Creek, has been the subjec t of much controversy. Mrs. 
Bassett herself seldom talked of it, and although s he lived in the vicinity 
where the incident occurred for years, the became e mbellished with false 
reports. She grew so tired of hearing these false r eports that she went to Mr. 
Alex Hendry’s office in McPherson and asked him to take the story as she gave 
it in shorthand and print it in the Kansas American , a newspaper published by 
the McClintocks, in McPherson, at that time. He wro te the article, read it to 
Mrs. Bassett for her approval, and it appeared in t he Kansas American on May 
18, 1904. Mr. Hendry tells of Mr. Bassett an old so ldier and coming out here 



to settle on Sharps Creek with his wife in May, 186 7. They he goes on to tell 
of the Indian raid. 
 “They lived on their claim until 1868, when the fi rst Indian raid of the 
new settlers occurred. Mr. Bassett was away from ho me at the time in company 
with Sol. Stephens, Peter Hughes, John Hughes and “ Old Man Ray.” The party 
strking the Indian’s trail, and it was going toward  Sharps Creek, Mr. Bassett 
excliamed, “Boys, they are going to Sharps Creek, a nd Mat’s there alone!” Mat, 
being the pet name for his wife Martha. “For God’s sake, boys, hurry!” and the 
party started for the homestead, but the Indians ha d arrived here first. Mrs. 
Bassett was there along with her baby, and was enga ged in carrying in wood 
when she first discovered the Indians down the cree k, she hastily entered the 
house, she waited for what might happen. The Indian s came in almost instantly, 
and ransacked the house, smashing her trunk and car rying away all her 
clothing, including Mr. Bassett’s guns and ammuniti on. Mrs. Bassett was 
stripped of her clothing and compelled to mount a h orse, and another Indian 
taking her baby gaive it to her after they had left  the home. A cold rain was 
falling at the time, and after going a short distan ce the Indians became tired 
of their captives, and by the direction of the Chie f of the tribe, one of them 
returned, with Mrs. Bassett and the baby of the hom e where she was left naked. 
But the Indians had left an old pair of soldiers tr ousers and a coat, so much 
worn that the Indians even considered them worthles s, and she dressed herself 
in these. Shortly after Mr. Bassett arrived and dis covered the ransacked 
condition of the contents of the house, exclaimed “ My God, boys, we are too 
late, Mat where are you? and she being in the house  was too frightened to 
answer, when he cried again, “For God’s sake Mat, i f you are alive answer me,” 
and she answered him, and taking them from the hous e, Peter Hughes took the 
baby on his horse, and Mr. Bassett taking his wife on in front of him on his 
horse, the party started for Mr. Stephens ranch, wh ere Nannie Stephens divided 
her clothing with Mrs. Bassett. From the cold rain and exposure the baby died 
a few days after the raid, and it was taken to Lawr ence for burial.” 
 
* * * * *     
       
Section 6 – Featured Bassett: Bassett Nut Co. of Toledo, Ohio   
 
Sam Bassett belongs to the #107B Bassett family out  of Syria. Many descendants 
of the family moved to Ohio, West Virginia and Mich igan and became shop 
owners. Sam is called Solomon in the 1930 census. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1940 Federal Census of 2718 River Road, Maumee, Luc as Co. Ohio (4 Apr 1940) 

 



 
 
For more information about Bassett Nut Company, click on the link below. 
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* * * * * 
 
 
       
Section 7 – Featured Bassett: Francis (Bassett) Washington Portrait at Happy Retreat   
 
Frances Bassett descends from #5B William Bassett of Virginia as follows: 
 
William Bassett of England and wife Anne 
William Bassett and wife Bridget Cary 
William Bassett (b. 1671) and wife Joana Burwell 



William Bassett (b. 1709) and wife Elizabeth Churchill 
Burwell Bassett and wife Anna Maria Dandridge 
Frances Bassett (b. 1767) and husband George Augustine Washington 
 
The mother of Frances is Anna Maria Dandridge, sister of Martha (Dandridge) Washington making 
Frances the niece of George Washington. She married George Augustine Washington, son of Charles 
and Mildred (Thornton) Washington. Charles was the brother of George Washington making George 
Augustine the nephew of George Washington. Happy Retreat is the home of Charles and Mildred 
(Thornton) Washington. Happy Retreat recently received a reproduction of the painting of Fanny Bassett 
that currently hangs in Mount Vernon, home of President George Washington. To read more about Happy 
Retreat, click on the link below. 
 
www.happyretreat.org 
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* * * * * 

�

 
 
Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 

No new lines combined or added since the last newsletter. 



 
 * * * * *  
 
Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 
results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 
520 Salceda Drive 
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 


