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Section 1 - Welcome 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   206,561 
 

 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bassettbranches.org_newsletters_newsletters2014on.shtml&d=CwMFAg&c=S6jE3hMA0s16gx2_CUBBn4vjc1odLunI6MSvd_AfdV8&r=ADbYgOapkXRpzHmfUAhxbzP0otyJJPOFv2Ppp_j_StQ&m=E4bwtBvPwffnJ-zHKAyFoYZentSBz8mzTMl1D0zbtg4&s=q9GysExyxT--pgs3SG5MQx4qRfPXEdgrggHGRsv5wmo&e=


Section 2 - Featured Bassett: Death of William Weston Bassett of Kokomo, Indiana  
 
William Weston Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Rainsford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Willison 
William Bassett (b. 1681) and wife Abigail Bourne 
William Bassett (b. 1711) and wife Lydia Smith 
Rufus Bassett (b. 1757) and wife Jedidah Handy 
Nymphas Bassett (b. 1785 and wife Thankful Ann Bruce 
Oliver C. Bassett (b. 1824) and wife Elizabeth Monroney 
Marshall Bassett (b. 1858) and wife Sonorah J. Israel 
William O. Bassett (b. 1884) and wife Ethel Hansell 
Weston Hansell Bassett (b. 1910) and wife Marjorie Finch 
William Weston Bassett (b. 1938) 
 

Kokomo Tribune, Indiana, Friday, January 20, 2023 
William Weston Bassett 

 
William Weston Bassett was called home to be with his Lord and Savior on 
Saturday, Jan. 14, 2023, surrounded by his loving wife, children and three 
siblings and their spouses, at Largo Heart and Cardiovascular Hospital in 
Largo, Florida. 
 
Bill was born in Kokomo, Indiana, on Feb. 18, 1938. He was the beloved son of 
Weston Hansel and Marjorie Finch Bassett. Bill graduated from Kokomo High 
School in 1956, and earned a Bachelor of Science degree in civil engineering 
and land surveying from Purdue University, where he was a member of Beta 
Theta Pi fraternity. Upon graduating, he immediately went to work for the 
State of Indiana, designing bridges and highways. In June of 1961, Bill was 
called to serve his country in the United States Army and commissioned as a 
Second Lieutenant. Consequently, he was ordered to Wildflecken, Germany, to 
serve as a combat engineer for 18 months. Bill was honorably discharged after 
time in the Army Reserve. 
 
After he returned to Indiana, Bill worked for a consulting engineering 
company in Indianapolis. In the spring of 1966, he accepted the position of 
Miami County Highway Engineer and moved to Peru, Indiana. In 1968, Bill not 
only fulfilled his dream of returning to Kokomo, but also to be self-employed 
by the age of 30. He was raised in a family of entrepreneurs, and desired to 
continue the family tradition. Bill established William Bassett and 
Associates, which was an architectural and engineering design firm and a 
construction management company, along with land surveying. Today, you can 
see much of his work throughout Howard County in office buildings, churches, 
homes and subdivisions he developed at: Maple Crest, Greentree, parts of 
Westbrook, Timber Valley, Weston Place and Cambridge Quarters. He also built 
Emerald Isle Condominiums in North Redington Beach, Florida, where his family 
has enjoyed their second home for 40 years. 
 
Bill was a 70-plus year member of Grace United Methodist Church, where he 
served on numerous leadership committees, and directed many remodeling 
projects. Bill enjoyed serving on the Security Federal Savings Bank Board for 
30 years and Kokomo Family YMCA Board, and was an active member of Rotary 
Club in the past, as well as the Kokomo Country Club. He loved the outdoors, 
especially his 40-acre farm west of Kokomo, time spent with family at Lake 



Maxinkuckee and Purdue sports. Bill was an avid fan and season ticket holder 
for Purdue football and basketball for decades. His favorite pastime was 
browsing through Rural King and eating their free popcorn. Most importantly, 
Bill loved his family and was his children's and grandchildren's biggest fan 
and supporter—always making time to attend their sporting events, dance 
recitals and other school activities. After retirement, he faithfully 
attended a Tuesday morning men's bible study, which brought him great joy. 
Studying God's word and sharing the love of Jesus with others was very 
important to him. Bill will be remembered as a man of strong faith, loving 
husband, devoted father, grandfather, and great-grandfather, loyal friend and 
patriot. He was a man of numerous outstanding qualities—intelligent, kind, 
patient and always exhibiting strong character. 
 
Bill is survived by his loving wife, Sharon Siegesmund Bassett, to whom he 
was married for nearly 59 years. They were married March 28, 1964, in a 
chapel at Fort Benjamin Harrison. Three devoted children survive, Sara 
Bassett (David) Sullivan of Russiaville, Indiana, Brenda Bassett (Scott) Read 
of Newport Beach, California and William Weston (Nicole) Bassett Jr. of 
Westfield, Indiana; 11 grandchildren, Brock William Malliet, John Bassett, 
Grace Ellen and Lillian Audrey Sullivan, Peter Franklin and Sara Kay Read, 
Audrey Rae, Gabriella Faith and Caroline Alyce Bassett, Kaelin Sullivan 
(James) DeChant and Jennifer Leigh Sullivan; and two great-granddaughters, 
Isabella Marie and Chloe Noel DeChant. Bill is also survived by three 
siblings, Barbara Bassett (William) Lambert, John Bertram (Linda) Bassett and 
Kathy Bassett (Stanley) Rebber; two nieces, Katharyn Lambert (Daniel) 
Williams and Laura Bassett (Ryan) Olejnik; and two nephews, Derek John 
(Jennifer) Bassett and Weston Daniel Williams. In addition to family, Bill 
was loved by his friends, and was highly regarded by many business 
associates. 
 
Bill was preceded in death by his parents; and niece, Barbara Theresa 
Lambert. 
 
You are invited to visit with the Bassett family from 2 - 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
Jan. 22, 2023, at Grace United Methodist Church, 219 W. Mulberry St., Kokomo. 
A celebration of Bill's life will be on Monday, Jan. 23, 2023, at 11 a.m., 
with Dr. Rev. Steven Beutler and Pastor Matthew Swisher officiating. 
Entombment will follow at Sunset Memorial Gardens, 2097 W. Alto Road, Kokomo, 
with full military honors provided by V.F.W. Posts 1152 and 8035. 
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made in Bill's memory to 
Grace United Methodist Church, 219 W. Mulberry St., Kokomo, Indiana 46901; 
Kokomo Family YMCA, 114 N. Union St., Kokomo, Indiana 46901; or Wounded 
Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758517, Topeka, Kansas 66675. 
 
Doan & Mills Funeral Home, owned by Sara and David Sullivan, 790 National 
Road West, Richmond, Indiana, is handling the arrangements. 
 
Condolences may be sent to the family via the guest book at 
doanmillsfuneralhome.com. 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
 



Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Angela Bassett, Golden Globe Winner  
 
Angela Bassett descends from #152B William H. Bassett of Virginia: 
 
William H. Bassett (b. 1846) and wife Martha Jane Price 
Daniel Benjamin Bassett (b. 1893) and wife Brownie 
Daniel Benjamin Bassett (b. 1912) 
Angela Bassett 
 
Angela won her 2nd Golden Globe for her performance in Black Panther. 
Her first win was for her performance in “What’s love got to do with it” 
 
 
 

 
                                                                              
 
                                                                   Angela Bassett 2nd Golden Globe Win for Black Panther 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 



Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Brewster & Bassett Stove Trading Card of Norwich, Connecticut  
 
This trading card was recently for sale on eBay. I have not yet identified who this Bassett is. 
Brewster is Elias M. Brewster found living in Norwich, Ct in the 1880 census. 
 

 
 

  
Brewster & Bassett Trading Card. 

Elias Morgan Brewster died 14 Nov 1898 so card probably from 1880-1895 time frame. 
 
 



* * * * * 
 
 
Section 5 - Featured Bassett: William Albert Bassett, Fisher Dealer of New Bedford, Massachusetts  
 
William Albert Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1628) and wife Dorcas Joycel 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1677) and wife Mary Crowell 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1712) and wife Sarah Chase 
Richard Bassett (b. 1748) and wife Pheobe Phillips 
Richard Bassett (b. 1785) and wife Phoebe Matthews 
William Coffin Bassett (b. 1819) and wife Harriet Luther 
William Albert Bassett 
 

 
 

William Albert Bassett, New Bedford, Massachusetts Fish Dealer Letterhead 
 
1900 Federal Census of New Bedford, Bristol County, MA (Jun 1900) 
William A. Bassett     56 Mar 1844 M MA MA MA  Head     Fish Dealer 
Almira                 52 May 1848 F MA MA MA  Wife 
Irene M.               27 Jun 1872 F MA MA MA  Daughter School Teacher 
Charles M.             25 Oct 1874 M MA MA MA  Son      Fish Dealer 
Alvan H.               22 Nov 1877 M MA MA MA  Son      Second Hand Mill 
Dorothy                 9 Sep 1890 F MA MA MA  Daughter At School 
(Married 34 years, 8 children, 6 living) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 



Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Joshua Bassett of Oceanside, California  
 
Joshua Bassett descends from #2 Thomas Bassett of Virginia as follows 
 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1617) and wife Mary 
William Bassett (b. 1643) 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1668) and wife Elinor 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1696) and wife Lydia Howle 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1721) and wife Mary 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1758) and wife Margaret Armstrong Spencer 
Spencer Bassett (b. 1786) and wife Pheobe Lebow 
Joseph Allen Bassett (b. 1830) and wife Rose Linda Bettis 
John Elbert Bassett (b. 1865) and wife Mary Florence Strong 
Comer Hudson Bassett (b. 1894) and wife Gertrude Martie Copeland 
Jean J. Bassett (b. 1921) 
Taylor Hudson Bassett 
Joshua Bassett  
 

               
Joshua Bassett and Olivia Rodrigo, stars of Disney’s “High School Musical: The Musical: The Series.” 
(Disney+ / Craig Sjodin) 
 
 

The San Diego Union-Tribune, 26 December 2019 
Television 

From regional theater to breakout Disney, star, Oceanside native Joshua 
Bassett reflects on his rise 



By Rob Ledonnewriter 
 
When he was 8, Joshua Bassett starred in a North County production of 
Disney’s smash hit “High School Musical.” Little did he know that nearly a 
decade later, he would appear in the real thing as the lead in the highly 
anticipated follow-up series. 
“It’s all been pretty surreal,” Bassett said by phone while on his way to a 
meeting at Twitter’s headquarters in Los Angeles, no doubt a reaction to his 
rising notoriety on social media. “‘High School Musical’ was the first show I 
was ever in. When the audition came around, it just made sense. It’s a 
dream.” 
Superfluously titled “High School Musical: The Musical: The Series,” the show 
premiered on the company’s new Disney+ streaming platform in November and 
serves as a meta take on the original 2005 film that made celebrities of Zac 
Efron and Vanessa Hudgens. This revamped version centers around a high school 
putting on a stage production of a musical based on, well, the movie version 
of “High School Musical.” 
“The way we did it isn’t that it’s simply a remake of the original,” Bassett 
said. “They’re paying tribute while doing something entirely different.” 
‘Let’s give this a go’ 
Born and raised in Oceanside, Bassett’s childhood was defined by his tight-
knit family, growing up home-schooled as the only boy in a house with five 
sisters. 
“I’ve never known different so I don’t really know how to compare it,” he 
recalled of his unique upbringing. “I will say that everyone is the 
combination of their five closest friends, and that’s who my sisters are to 
me. The person I am today is because of them.” 
Their father Taylor, a professional pianist and drummer, taught Bassett the 
drums when he was just 7 for the church band, while his mother Laura, a real 
estate agent, grew up playing drums. 
“I guess you can say music was in my blood,” he said, adding that he 
remembers the theatrical moment that sparked everything: “It all started 
after my older sister started taking dance classes, and it just trickled down 
to the rest of the family.” 
From there, the family became fixtures in various regional theaters, 
including the Christian Youth Theater (colloquially known as CYT, the El 
Cajon-based organization boasts one of the largest theater programs in the 
nation and has a location in Oceanside) as well as the North County School of 
the Arts. 
“There was one time when I was in a production of ‘Annie’ with all five of my 
siblings, both my parents and my dog, who played Sandy. It shows you how 
involved my family was.” (It was an occasion the North County Times 
highlighted in 2010 under the headline “Oceanside family is a troop of 
troupers.”) 
It wasn’t until Bassett obtained his high school degree and began attending 
classes at Palomar College when he realized that the family hobby could 
translate into a viable career. 
“My oldest sister had a friend from college who messaged me on Facebook and 
said she was working on a project and if I’d be interested,” Bassett 
recalled. “I thought nothing would come of it.” 
Less than a day later, the young actor was in an audition room for the James 
Cameron blockbuster “Avatar 2.” While he didn’t land that role, Bassett notes 
that the opportunity inspired him. 
“From then on, it was like ‘OK, let’s give this a go.’” 
‘I’m still the same old me’ 
Now, Bassett’s profile is rising with his star-making turn in the “High 
School Musical” series, for which he also contributed some songs he wrote. 



Filmed in Salt Lake City in the same school where the 2005 original was shot, 
the series features a skateboarder named Ricky Bowen who, in a stretch for 
Bassett, is not so captivated by musical theater. 
With the aforementioned Efron becoming a household name after delivering a 
similar role, Bassett shrugs off the comparison to the heartthrob. 
“I understand it, and he’s not a bad person to be compared to, but the cool 
thing is that I’m not supposed to be Zac’s character,” he said. “One of the 
things they got right is that it will stand on its own two feet.” 
Despite his burgeoning success — he’s got more than 530,000 followers on 
Instagram with only six posts — Bassett knows he can rely on his family 
regardless of his exploding popularity. 
“My sisters are my biggest supporters, but at the same time they keep me 
humble,” he said. 
“Anytime I go home, they’ll say, ‘Wow, you’re doing great! But also, don’t 
forget what you did when you were 10. I’m like, ‘OK, all right.’ I’m still 
the same old me.” 
LeDonne is a freelance writer. 
 
 
 
Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Clock Made By Nehemiah B. Bassett 
 
Nehemiah Beach Bassett descends from #1 John Bassett of Connecticut as follows: 
 
John Bassett and wife Margery 
Robert Bassett and wife Mary 
Robert Bassett (b. 1640) and wife Elizabeth Riggs 
Jonadab Bassett (b. 1685) and wife Mary Phippeny 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1723) and wife Eunice Beach 
Nehemiah Beach Bassett (b. 1770) 
 

                      
Nehemiah Bassett Clock bought by Adrina Beltran for $5 at a local sale 



 
 

 
 
Here is a previous article with more information about Nehemiah B. Bassett. 
 
Nehemiah Beach Bassett, Watch Maker of New York | Bassett Family Association (bassettbranches.org) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * 

https://www.bassettbranches.org/newsblog/nehemiah-beach-bassett-watch-maker-of-new-york/


 
Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 

No new families added/combined or eliminated since the last newsletter. 
 
 
 * * * * *  
 
Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
Results for kit #990020 have been posted to the website. 
 

 
 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 
results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 
520 Salceda Drive 
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 

 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/

