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http://bassettbranches.org/newsletters/newsletters2014on.shtml 

 
 
Section 1 - Welcome 
 
We have just concluded the Bassett 400 Reunion held in Plymouth, Massachusetts. We had several 
presentations and many tours around town. 
 
Family Tree DNA is have a great sale right now. Both the Family Finder test (autosomal) and the Y-37 
YDNA test are great deals. See Section 9 below for a chart showing these deals. 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   186,251 
 

 
 
* * * * * 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__bassettbranches.org_newsletters_newsletters2014on.shtml&d=CwMFAg&c=S6jE3hMA0s16gx2_CUBBn4vjc1odLunI6MSvd_AfdV8&r=ADbYgOapkXRpzHmfUAhxbzP0otyJJPOFv2Ppp_j_StQ&m=E4bwtBvPwffnJ-zHKAyFoYZentSBz8mzTMl1D0zbtg4&s=q9GysExyxT--pgs3SG5MQx4qRfPXEdgrggHGRsv5wmo&e=


 
Section 2 - Featured Bassett: Bassett 400 Reunion in Plymouth, Massachusetts   
 
 Given the current Covid conditions, we had a good turnout for our reunion held in Plymouth, 
Massachusetts this past weekend. Here is a picture taken just after dinner on Saturday. We had 
attendees from more than 20 states. 
 
 We have agreed to hold a National Bassett reunion every three years and a member of the John 
Bassett of Connecticut family has agreed to host in 2024. I will announce time and places in upcoming 
newsletters. If anyone would like to volunteer for 2027 just let me know! 
 

 
 
We have created a special facebook page to document the reunion. If you attended the reunion, please 
feel free to upload comments or pictures to this page. 
 
Bassett-400 | Facebook 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Richard Pickering Talk about the ship Fortune   
 
For those that attended the reunion, we got to hear Richard Pickering, Deputy Executive Director of 
Plimouth Patuxet Musuems talk about William Bassett and the ship Fortune. I have received the following 
from him inviting all of us to another talk either in person or via Zoom. See his announcement below. 
 
I wanted you to know that I will be lecturing at the Museum on December 2nd at noon 
Eastern Daylight Time both live and on ZOOM. The topic will be the arrival of the 
Fortune through the ship's seizure by French pirates. The lecture is free because it's 
being underwritten by the Mass Humanities Council. If anyone in the Bassett Family 
Association would like to attend, they can register through Eventbrite 
at www.plimoth.org and we send a video recording to everyone who attended the 

https://www.facebook.com/bassett400
http://www.plimoth.org/


lecture. So family members would have a record of what I talked about on Saturday 
night. 
 
And please share my email address with the general membership in case I can be of 
service. rpickering@plimoth.org 
 
All best, Richard  
 
Richard Pickering 
Deputy Executive Director 
(508) 746-1622 ×8345 

 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Col. William Bassett III of Sandwich, Massachusetts   
 
Col. William Bassett III descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Williston 
 

                     
             Bassett Island just off of Pocasset, Massachusetts once owned by Col. William Bassett 
 

mailto:rpickering@plimoth.org


                                         
                       Gravestone for Col. William Bassett found in the Sandwich Burying Ground 
 

             
       Col. William Bassett house located at 8 River Street in Sandwich, Massachusetts (Built in1692) 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
 



Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Bassett Homestead picture   
 
Does anyone recognize this picture? It was recently for sale on ebay and is listed as the Bassett 
Homestead 1862. 
 

 
 

 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Death of Robert Henry Bassett  
 
Robert Henry Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford 
William Bassett (b. 1656) and wife Rachel Williston 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1685) and wife Mary Stetson 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1715) and wife Thankful Fuller 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1750) and wife Mary Bourne 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1793) and wife Mary Houck 
Hermon Bassett (b. 1828) and wife Pamelia A. Jenkins 
John Howk Bassett (b. 1869) and wife Mina Miller 
George Laverne Bassett (b. 1900) and wife Ruth Leone Burington 



 
The Gazette, Iowa, October 2, 2021 

Robert Henry Bassett 
1924 – 2021 

 
Robert Henry Bassett passed away Sept. 28, 2021, at the Edgewood Convalescent 
Home in Edgewood, Iowa. Iowa Cremation is in charge of the arrangements. 
Robert (Bob) was born at home on Sept. 21, 1924, to George and Ruth 
(Burington) Bassett. Throughout his childhood, Bob worked with his father and 
brother, Paul, on the family dairy farm near Arlington, Iowa (Bassett's 
Pheasant Ridge Century Farm). Bob married his high school sweetheart, Bonnie 
(Antwine) on May 1, 1945, and started dairy farming southeast of Arlington on 
a 120-acre parcel in 1948. As time passed, he realized that farming was not 
for him. So at age 31 Bob and wife Bonnie started down a new path. Bob sold a 
guernsey to pay tuition. They were caring for three children (and five by the 
time he graduated), operating the farm full time and attending classes at 
Upper Iowa University. It took a tremendous amount of courage and 
determination to get through the next four years. Bob graduated in four years 
Magna Cum Laude and accepted his first teaching position in Clarence, Iowa. 
Furthering his education, he received a master's degree in administration 
from the University of Iowa. He also attended classes at Iowa State 
University and ultimately accepted a position as principal at Corwith-Wesley 
Community School District and then at Ida Grove Community School District. 
While in Ida Grove, he and Bonnie hosted a German foreign-exchange student, 
Matthias Terlau, who has remained a close family friend. Bob retired after 25 
years in education and returned with Bonnie to the family farm site to build 
a new home. Energy efficiency was foremost in his mind so the home was 
designed using such features as passive solar, geo-thermal energy and earth 
berms. Bob received an award from Trees Forever for reforestation and 
riparian projects completed on their land. The home continues to be the 
center of family gatherings. Bob's pastimes included fishing on the family 
pond, woodworking, genealogy, writing a family history, and restoring the 
family barn built by his grandfather in 1879. Bob loved singing and often 
would ask others to join him in song. Bob was a religious man, taking 
leadership roles in churches wherever he lived. He was kind and loving. He 
will be forever missed by his wife Bonnie, family and friends. Bob is 
survived by his wife of 76 years, Bonnie Lou (Antwine) Bassett of Edgewood, 
Iowa; his children, Sandra Lou (George) Wysock of Madison, Wis., Raylin 
Eugene (Dawn) Bassett of Kanawha, Iowa, John D. Bassett of Arlington, Iowa, 
Catherine Larene (Duane) Widen of Cedar Falls, Iowa, and Michael Linn 
(Beverly) Bassett of Center Point, Iowa; 12 grandchildren and 18 great-
grandchildren. Preceding him death were his parents; his brother, Paul 
LaVern; an infant daughter, Georgeanne; and an infant brother, Forest 
Burdette. The family requests that memorials be sent to the Fayette County 
Historical Society, Trees Forever in Marion, Iowa, or the Community Bible 
Church in Strawberry Point, Iowa. The family would like to extend special 
thanks to the staff at the Edgewood Convalescent Home for their care of our 
father and the continued care of our mother. Services are closed to the 
public due to Covid concerns. Cards may be sent to Bonnie at the Edgewood 
Convalescent Home, P.O. Box 189, Edgewood, IA 52042. 
 
* * * * *     
 
 
Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Seth Bassett Family Bible  
  
Seth Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 



 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Mary Lapham 
William Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Mary Bumpas 
Seth Bassett (b. 1715) and wife Mary Hayward 
Seth Bassett (b. 1734) and wife Lydia Richards 
Seth Bassett (b. 1785) and wife Mary Toby 
 

                               
 
                   Seth Bassett family bible (1834) 
                  Images provided by Carol Ridenhour 

  
 



 
 
* * * * *  
 
 
Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 
 The following family lines have been added since the last newsletter. 
 
 521B. Samuel Earl Bassett of Oregon 
 555B. Albert Bassett of Simcoe, Ontario, Canada  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 * * * * *  
 
Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 

 
 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 
results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 
520 Salceda Drive 
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/

