
Bassett Family Newsletter, Volume XVIII, Issue 3, 15 Mar 2020 
 
(1) Welcome 
(2) George Bassett of England Family Bible for sale on ebay 
(3) Thomas Manchester Bassett of Indianapolis, Indiana 
(4) Death of Robert Dalglish Bassett of Massachusetts 
(5) Bud and Sally Bassett, Antique Collectors 
(6) Bassett Automatic Adder Advertisement 
(7) Unknown Bassett Family Picture from Pittsfield, Massachusetts 
(8) New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
(9) DNA project update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Section 1 - Welcome 
 
No new trees added this week. 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   174,556 
 
 

 
 
* * * * * 
  



Section 2 - Featured Bassett: George Bassett of England Family Bible for sale 
  
George Bassett descends from #201B William Bassett of Lincolnshire, England as follows: 
 
William Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Lydia Adderley 
William Bassett (b. 1703) and wife Elizabeth Whichcot 
John Bassett (b. 1748) 
John Bassett and wife Esther Robinson 
Alexander Bassett (b. 1814) and wife Sarah Fenton 
George Bassett (b. 1848) and wife Mary Ann Smith 
 
The family bible of George Bassett who married Mary Ann Smith is currently for sale on ebay. 
It includes a record of births, marriages and death. 
 
           

  

 



  

You can see and buy this bible at the following link: 

https://www.ebay.co.uk/itm/Large-Antique-Brass-Bound-Leather-Family-Bible-Illustrated-Colour-Bassett-

Family/383418575272 

* * * * * 
 
Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Thomas Manchester Bassett of Indianapolis, Indiana 
  
Thomas Manchester Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1628) and wife Dorcas Joyce 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1677) and wife Mary Crowell 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1713) and wife Elizabeth Rogers 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1743) and wife Eunice Mayo 
Ebenezer Bassett (b. 1761) and wife Phebe Newcomb 
Ebenezer Bassett (b. 1791) and wife Salome Ann Manchester 
Thomas Manchester Bassett (b. 1832) 
 

The Indianapolis Journal, Indiana, Saturday, May 9, 1896 
Death of Thomas M. Bassett 

Another Man Prominent in the Dry Goods Business Dead 
 
 Mr. Thomas M. Bassett, who retired from active business life seven years 
ago on account of ill health, died yesterday morning at 9:45 at his home, NO. 
599 North Pennsylvania street. Mr. Bassett was until his retirement one of the 
proprietors of the New York store, under the firm name of Pettis, Bassett & 
Co. Mr. Bassett was born in Westport, Mass., in 1832. When he was a child his 
family removed to New Bedford, Mass., where, at the age of fourteen, he went 
into the dry goods house of Samuel Southgate. A few years later, when the 
store was removed to Taunton, Mass., Mr. Bassett went also. It was at Taunton 
that he met and married Miss Sarah M. Townsend. They lived afterward n Boston, 
where Mr. Bassett was employed as buyer in the great dry goods house of 



Jordan, marsh & Co. He continued in this capacity until he had an offer from 
two firms – W.M. Whitney, of Albany, and Neal & Co., of Baltimore, to become 
buyer for the two houses, a position which he accepted, and for convenience he 
was obliged to remove to Stamford, Conn. In 1877 he became a partner of 
Pettis, Ives & Co., of the New York store, and came to Indianapolis, where he 
has resided ever since. When Mr. Ives withdrew from the firm the name of Mr. 
Bassett became prominent. 
 Seven years ago, by reason of organic heart trouble, Mr. Bassett 
retired. He looked the picture of health, with his ruddy complexion and firm 
build. He was of a genial and kindly disposition, and a warm and true friend. 
The one great sorrow of his life was the death of his only son, about sixteen 
years ago. He was always a lover of children, and it was his great joy to give 
pleasure to them. He was a devoted helper to the cause of the orphans at the 
Orphans’ Asylum, and holidays never passed without a generous remembrance to 
them. He was liberal in his charities. His widow and two nieces, Miss Ella 
Waite, who had made her home with Mr. and Mrs. Bassett for many years, and 
Mrs. Walter S. Frost, of Boston, of the immediate family, survive him. Mr. 
Bassett was an attendant at Plymouth Church, although he was a Unitarian. He 
belonged to the St. John’s Fraternity of Masons, of Boston. Mr. Bassett was 
one of the men instrumental in founding the New England Society, of 
Indianapolis. The funeral will not take place until Monday, as relatives from 
Massachusetts are expected. The burial will occur at Crown Hill, where he will 
be placed by the side of his son and mother. 
 It is a coincidence that Mr. Ayres and Mr. Bassett who were both 
prominent dry goods merchants, and did business a square apart for many years 
and lived but a square apart, should die within a day of each other. 

 
 

                                         
                            The Indianapolis Journal, Thursday, August 22, 1889 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Death of Robert Dalglish Bassett of Massachusetts 
  
Robert Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 



William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1635) and wife Martha Hobart 
Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1678) and wife Mary Felch 
Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1722) and wife Sarah Alger 
Jeremiah Bassett (b. 1751) and wife Hannah Woodward 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1782) and wife Hannah Stone 
James Taylor Bassett (b. 1817) and wife Caroline E. Jones 
Eustus Clarence Bassett (b. 1852) and wife Sarah Robinson 
Clarence Eustus Bassett (b. 1895) and wife Clarissa Gray Buffum 
Robert Dalglish Bassett (b. 1932 d, 2020) 
 
Bob and I began working on Bassett genealogy together more than 30 years ago. Bob and I were also 2 
of the first 3 Bassett DNA test subjects twenty years ago before most people had even heard of DNA 
testing for genealogy purposes. He helped organize and attended both the 1997 and 2007 National 
Bassett Reunions held in Salt Lake City, Utah and Boston, Massachusetts. Bob will be greatly missed. 
 

The Times Advocate, Massachusetts, March 9, 2020 

Robert Dalglish Bassett  

 

Robert Dalglish Bassett Former Walpole School Superintendent age 87, died 

peacefully on Saturday, February 29, 2020 in Warwick, Rhode Island. He was 

born in Taunton, Massachusetts, the son of Clarence Eustus Bassett and 

Clarissa Gray (Buffum) Bassett, and the stepson of J. Russell Edgerton. His 

life was filled with outdoor adventures, a steadfast commitment to the public 

good, and dedication to family. Bob graduated from Dartmouth College Hanover, 

New Hampshire in 1954 where he earned his A.B. in Botany and was an active 

member of the outing and glee clubs. He attended the Harvard University 

Graduate School of Education, completing his Master of Arts in Teaching in 

1955, and taught science in the Manhasset, New York, public schools, also 

serving as chairperson for Science & Mathematics. Bob met his wife, Suzanne 

Posson Bassett, in Cambridge, MA and they were married in 1963. Bob continued 

at Harvard, conducting research for the Massachusetts Education Commission, 

and in 1968 completed his Ed.D. He joined the Walpole, MA. public schools as 

Assistant Superintendent in 1965, and advanced to serve as the Superintendent 

of Schools through 1982. Throughout these 17 years of advocacy for Walpoles 

teachers and students, some of Bobs greatest professional satisfaction came 

from mentoring young teachers he hired as many as 80 new teachers in a year 

and implementing progressive, experiential education inclusive of all 

students. Following his years in the public schools, Bob worked at the Boston 

Museum of Science with educators from across the Northeast. From a young age 

Bob attended Camp Lanakila on Lake Morey in Vermont. He later worked there as 

a counselor, and it was there that he honed his knowledge of camp craft and 

of the White Mountains, but more importantly, developed leadership skills and 

commitment to community. Continuing to this day, the network of Aloha 

Foundation summer camps, of which Lanakila is one, is a second home for four 

generations of Bobs family. Environmental stewardship is foundational to Bobs 

legacy, and he will be remembered for teaching all the campers about the 

Appalachian Mountains establishing the environmental education program in 

Walpoles elementary schools, coordinating groups to clean up public land, 

wilderness camping with his family, and tending to his bountiful vegetable 

and flower gardens.  

 

In retirement, Bob was a fervent genealogist, diving deep into historical 

research, well before the advent of internet search engines. He frequented 

the New England Genealogical Society in Boston to locate original documents 

and scoured cemeteries in the Northeast to explore New England colonial 

history and the fascinating stories within every family. He was one of the 



first in the country to join a DNA bank tracing genealogical roots and was a 

prolific contributor to Bassett genealogy projects worldwide. Hiking and 

birding trips took Bob and Sue to the tundra of Alaska and the rainforest of 

Costa Rica. Bob was an active member of the United Church in Walpole for over 

50 years. Several years after Sues passing, Bob moved to Warwick, Rhode 

Island to live with his daughter Katherine. Bob is survived by his daughter 

Sarah and her husband Paul Mackey of Needham, MA; daughter Katherine and her 

husband Richard Kavanagh of Warwick, RI; daughter Carolyn and her husband F. 

Lewis Goff of Pelham, MA; and beloved grandchildren Dana Heino, Brandon and 

Steven Kavanagh, Willem Goff, Ian and Ronan Mackey, great-grandchildren and 

many nieces and nephews. He is also survived by his brother David Bassett of 

Rochester, NY, and his twin sister Elizabeth Bassett Wolf of Palo Alto, CA. 

He was predeceased by his wife Suzanne in 2002. Expressions of sympathy in 

Bobs memory may be donated to the Aloha Foundation at 

alohafoundation.org/give/. A memorial service will be held on Saturday, April 

4 at 1:00 p.m. at the United Church in Walpole (30 Common Street). Burial 

will take place at a later date in Walpole. The Barrett & Cotter Funeral Home 

in Warwick, RI is assisting the Bassett family.  

 

* * * * * 
 
Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Bud & Sally Bassett, Antique Collectors  
  

Howard Marion Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 

 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Raynesford 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Mary Huckins 
William Bassett (b. 1702) and wife Ann Mayhew 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1751) and wife Martha Bassett 
Barachiah Bassett (b. 1781) and wife Nancy Butler 
Francis Bassett (b. 1821) and wife Mary Catherine Boyer 
Jason C. Bassett (b. 1875 and wife Carolina Halliday 
Howard Butler Bassett (b. 1897) and wife Margaret C. Mettier 
Howard Marion Bassett (b. 1920) and wife Sally kay Stenman 
 

                                                              
 

The Union, Nevada County, California 
Local News, November 6, 2013 

Former Nevada City resident ‘Bud’ Bassett remembered 
By Staff Writer Jennifer Terman 



 
Some friends of Howard “Bud” Bassett, a former longtime resident of Nevada 
City, were saddened to hear word of his death in a Mogollon, N.M. flash flood 
in late September. 
 
Bassett, who died at the age of 83, lived in Nevada County from the 1970s 
until the 1990s, said his former neighbor and close friend Marilyn Tubbs of 
Nevada City. 
 
While in Nevada County, Bassett partook in his life’s passion of history and 
antiques, Tubbs said. He bought the inventory in old mercantile stores and 
operated a mail-order antique business. 
 
“He would buy the inventory, a lot of old vintage historical signs and 
advertising. That was his big passion,” she said, adding the Smithsonian had 
called to ask about acquiring his compilations. “He had one of the country’s 
most spectacular collections.” 
 
Bassett could be seen at obscure antique trade shows that would require 
traveling about 1,200 miles away, Tubbs said. 
 
“He had a real passion for old mining towns,” she said. “I think that was why 
he liked Nevada County. He loved the history of this old area here and had a 
real big passion for it.” 
 
Though Bassett had not lived locally for decades, he did keep in touch with 
Nevada County residents, Tubbs said. 
 
“He was a very modest man and a lot of people knew him,” she said. 
Upon word of his death, Tubbs said she was “devastated,” especially taking 
into consideration what a strong and active man he was, who seemed years 
younger than his actual age. 
 
“I had no idea he was in his 80s. I really thought of him as in his early 
70s,” she said, adding he was shot down in a helicopter twice in Vietnam and 
also underwent a bout of cancer in the 1980s, when he was told he only had six 
months to live. 
 
“He wouldn’t take no for an answer and sought out another doctor,” Tubbs said. 
“He survived all of that.” 
 
Bassett moved to Prescott, Ariz., with his wife, Sally, in 1992, according to 
the Arizona-based Prescott Daily Courier. The Daily Courier included that 
Bassett was born in Berkeley and received a bachelor’s degree in paleontology 
from University of California, Berkeley and his master’s degree in fisheries 
biology at the University of Colorado at Ft. Collins. 
 
The paper also includes that Bassett earned 23 medals during his tour with the 
Arizona Army Guard as a Chinook helicopter pilot from 1966 to 1967. He came 
home with 15 Air Medals, two Air Medals with a “V” for valor, one 
Distinguished Flying Cross for Heroism, two Bronze Stars, two Army 
commendation medals, and a Vietnamese Cross for Gallantry. 
 
Bassett’s survivors include his daughters, Jan Wardle and her husband, Scott, 
and Sally Day; six grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 
The family suggests donations in Bassett’s name to United Animal Friends, P.O. 
Box 11133, Prescott AZ 86304 or the Yavapai Humane Society, 1625 Sundog Ranch 
Road, Prescott AZ 86301. 
 

                                               
 



 
                               Card announcing Sale of Lifetime Collection of Bud & Sally Bassett 
 

 
* * * * * 
 

Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Bassett Adder Advertisement   
 
James Hunter Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1628) and wife Dorcas Joyce 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1670) and wife Elizabeth Jones 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1700) and wife Alice Weaver 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1740 and wife Tabitha Waite 
John Bassett (b. 1770) and wife Clarissa Kellogg 
Samuel Kellogg Bassett (b. 1804) and wife Jane Augusta Bradford 
Dr. Charles Francis Bassett (b. 1850) and wife Clara Hunter 
James Hunter Bassett 
 
This Bassett Adder was first featured in the following newsletter. I purchased one on ebay a few years 
ago. 
 
http://www.bassettbranches.org/newsletters/2008/20080817/20080817.shtml 
 



                
                                                    Bassett Adder Advertisement 
 
* * * * * 
 
Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Bassett Family Photograph from Pittsfield, Massachusetts   
 
Can anyone identify the Bassett family seen below? The picture was recently for sale on ebay and was 
identified as being taken in Pittsfield, Massachusetts. 
 



                            
                                                             Bassett photograph for sale on ebay 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 

No lines combined or added since the last newsletter. 
 

 



 * * * * *  

 

Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 

Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 

whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 

http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 

results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 

520 Salceda Drive 

Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 

bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 


