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Section 1 - Welcome 
 
No new trees were added since the last newsletter to the website. 
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   166,245 
 
 

   
 
 
 
                                
 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 



Section 2 – Featured Bassett: Alvin Henry Bassett, Postmaster and Storekeeper   
 

Alvin Henry Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1628) and wife Dorcas Joyce 
Nathan Bassett (b. 1677) and wife Mary Crowell 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1712) and wife Sarah Chase 
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1755) and wife Mercy Phillips 
Daniel Bassett (b. 1775) and wife Joanna Nickerson 
Ephraim Bassett (b. 1802) and wife Reliance Nickerson 
Alvin Nickerson Bassett (b. 1836) and wife Emily Cahoon 
Alvin Henry Bassett (b. 1859) 
 

Boston Herald, Massachusetts, Friday, March 11, 1932 

Thugs Beat, Rob Postmaster, 70 

Thieves Get $150 from 85-Pound Storekeeper Near Harwich 

(Special Dispatch to The Herald) 

 

 HARWICH, March 10 – Alvin H. Bassett, 70-year-old postmaster and 

storekeeper at Pleasant Lake, who is less than five feet tall and weighs only 

85 pounds, was beaten unconscious by two men early tonight when he battled in a 

futile attempt to prevent the robbery of $150 in postal funds. 

 Bassett entered his store about 7 P.M. and found the two men prowling 

behind the counters. Both pulled guns and ordered him to put up his hands and 

reveal where the money was kept. 

 When Bassett refused, one struck him over the head and then both beat 

him. For 10 minutes Bassett fought but finally was knocked unconscious. When he 

revived he found himself tied and with a cloth across his mouth. He wriggled 

free about an hour later and telephoned Charles Cahoon, who found him again 

unconscious on the floor. 

 

                     
           A.H. Bassett Match Holder for sale on e-bay 



 

A.H. BASSETT DIES AT PLEASANT LAKE 

Had Been Postmaster There for More Than 50 Years 

 

 PLEASANT LAKE, Nov. 7 - Funeral Services will be held here at 2 P.M. 

Tuesday for Alvin H. Bassett, 78, Pleasant Lake postmaster for more than half a 

century, who died at his home on Pleasant Lake avenue yesterday. Burial will be 

in Island Pond Cemetery, Harwich. 

 A descendant of the first settlers of Pleasant Lake, he was born here, 

the son of Alvin N. and Emily Cahoon Bassett. He was a pioneer cranberry grower 

in this part of the cape and operated extensive bogs until he sold his 

cranberry interests more than 20 years ago. 

 He was appointed postmaster in 1883, succeeding his grandfather, Patrick 

F. Cahoon. The post office has been located ever since in the building where 

Mr. Bassett conducted a general store. Because of its proximity to the New 

Haven Railroad line, the Bassett store and post office served as a depot. 

 He leaves his widow, the former Adella M. Hurd of East Harwich, whom he 

married April 6, 1890. A son, Palmer Bassett, in whose memory a square was 

dedicated near the post office four years ago, died in 1918 while serving in 

the U.S. Army. 

 

* * * * * 
 

Section 3 – Featured Bassett: David Black Bassett, Architect   
 

David Black Bassett descends from #4B William Bassett of Lynn as follows: 
 
Roger Bassett and wife Ann Holland 
William Bassett (b. 1623) and wife Sarah Burt 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1649) and wife Elizabeth Collins 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1692) and wife Abigail Davis 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1722) and wife Elizabeth Davis 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1765) and wife Mary Allen 
Elisha Bassett (b. 1788) and wife Mary Nicholson 
David Bassett (b. 1814) and wife Mary Smith 
Walter Smith Bassett (b. 1845) and wife Emma T. Black 
David Black Bassett (b. 1879) 
  

David B. Bassett (1879-?), Architect by Sandra L. Tatman 
Born: 9/6/1879 

 
David B. Bassett, the son of Walter S. and Emma S. Bassett, was born in New 
Jersey and attended the Bacon Academy in Woodstown, NJ before high school in 
Swedesboro. By 1902 he is listed in Hendrick's Commercial Register of the 
United States as an architect in Bassett, NJ. By the school year 1902/03, 
however, he had enrolled in architectural design courses at the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts and as early as 1904 was employed as a draftsman by 
Edward P. Simon, later progressing to head draftsman and finally, to full 
partner in the firm of Simon & Bassett around 1905. By 1919, however, Bassett 
was working independently; and he maintained this status throughout the 
duration of his career. 
 



                             
Philadelphia Inquirer, Pennsylvania 

Tuesday, September 6, 1921 

* * * * * 
 

Section 4 – Featured Bassett: Thomas Bassett, Pension Request   
 

Thomas W.C. Bassett descends from #7B William Bassett of Cross Plains as follows: 
 
Michael Bassett 
William Bassett (b. 1726) and wife Margaret McQuiddy 
James Bassett (b. 1793) and wife Dorcas Clark 
Thomas W.C. Bassett (1826) 
 

Wabash Plain Dealer, January 24, 1906 

Captain Thomas Bassett, Formerly of Versailles 

Died in Peoria, Ill. Saturday Morning. 

 

 Captain Thomas Bassett, a veteran of both the Mexican and civil wars, 

died Saturday morning at 8 o’clock at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Frank 

Connard, xxxx North Madison avenue, Peoria, Ill., after an illness of several 

months. Death was due to a complication of diseases contracted while in the 

services of his country. 

 Captain Bassett was a member of one of the most patriotic families in 

the United States, which has furnished many soldiers for the various 

conflicts in which the country has been engaged. The grandfather of Captain 

Bassett was a soldier in the Revolution under George Washington, his father a 

soldier of the war of 1812, he of both the Mexican and civil wars, and his 

two sons, Robert and John, both serving in the Philippines. 

  Captain Bassett went to Peoria from Versailles only last March, 

Indiana being his home state. During his short resident in Peoria he became 

acquainted with the few remaining soldiers of the Mexican war and enjoyed 

their associations. He enlisted for service on the southwestern frontier in 



the Mexican war as a private in the Fourth Indiana regiment, and in the civil 

war was a captain in the Ninth battalion. 

 He is survived by his wife and the following children: Mrs. Arthur 

Beck, Mrs. Frank Connard, Robert and Fred Bassett, all of Peoria, and Mrs. 

Belle Roberts, of Minneapolis. 

 The funeral services were held at two o’clock, Monday afternoon, at 

1019 North Madison avenue, in charge of the W.R.C. The interment was made in 

Springdale cemetery, Peoria. 

 

 
* * * * * 
Section 5 – Featured Bassett: mtDNA for Elizabeth Bassett, wife of William Bassett of Plymouth   



 
 William Bassett of Plymouth, Massachusetts arrived in the New World on the ship Fortune in 
1621. He married Elizabeth, surname still unknown.  More than 15 years ago, in an attempt to identify her 
surname, I did a search to find a direct descendant of hers through the female line. She had three 
daughter as seen in the chart below. After nearly a year of searching, I found a direct descendant in the 
female line and had Sarah Kay Tucker Marvin take a mtDNA test. For 15 years, we have had no match. 

                               

 

 However, a few months ago we got our first match! A female line descendant of Mary Porter 

Johnson from Roxbury, Massachusetts was an exact match. What this means is that Mary Porter 

Johnson and our Elizabeth Bassett, wife of William Bassett, share a common ancestor via the 

mitochondrial line.   

 Mary Porter Johnson married William Bartholomew III. She was the daughter of Isaac Johnson 

and Elizabeth Porter. 

 Elizabeth Porter was born in 1617 in Ware, Hertfordshire, England. She was the daughter of 

Adrian Porter and Elizabeth Allott. 

 Elizabeth Allott was born in 1582 in Ware, Hertfordshire, England. She was born the daughter 

Robert Allott and Joan. Joan was born in 1560 in Hertfordshire, England. 

 Does anyone descended from this family have some time to devote to finding out more about the 

Johnson, Porter, Allott line? We need to expand this family to find out if we can place Elizabeth into this 

family.  

* * * * * 
Section 6 – Featured Bassett: Edward F. Bassett obituary and pictures  



 
 Several months I got an email from Katy Maziarz, Library Assistant Supervisor from the 
Great Neck Area Library in Virginia Beach, Virginia. Someone donated the item below to the library.. 
She asked for help identifying the Bassett family involved, but has not returned any of my follow up 
emails. 
 Is there someone available that lives in or near Virginia Beach that could visit the library and 
find out more about this item? You could possibly take more picture of the individual items and get a 
close-up or transcription of the obituary so we can identify this Bassett family. 
 

               

* * * * * 
           
Section 7 – Featured Bassett: Appleton & Bassett Fishing Tackle & Cutlery 
 

Charles Z. Bassett descends from #4B William Bassett of Lynn as follows: 
 
Roger Bassett and wife Ann Holland 
William Bassett (b. 1623) and wife Sarah Burt 
William Bassett (b. 1647) and wife Sarah Hood 
John Bassett (b. 1682) and wife Abigail Berry 
Zephaniah Bassett  and wife Mary 
Edward Bassett (b. 1742) and wife Huldah Cleverly 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1775) and wife Elizabeth Scott 
Zephaniah Bassett (b. 1806) and wife Amelia Towne 
Charles Z. Bassett 



Charles Z. Bassett first worked with his father as a shipsmith. He later became a dealer in cutlery, fishing 
gear and bicycles. 
 

   
 

                                 Picture of an old Appleton & Bassett fishing reel 
 

Illustrated Boston 
The Metropolis Of New England (1889) 

Geo. B. Appleton & Co. 
 
 Geo. B. Appleton & Co, Importers and Dealers in Cutlery, Fancy Hardware, 
Skates and Fishing Tackle, No. 304 Washington Street. – The most progressive 
firm engaged in the importation and sale of cutlery, Leather goods, fancy 
hardware, fishing tackle and skates, in this city is that of Messrs. Geo. B. 
Appleton & Co. Their methods, character and quality of stock bear no 
comparison with the average dealer in this line. Every class in the community 
finds it pleasant and profitable to buy here, where is carried the finest 
assortment in this line in town. The business of this enterprising house was 
originally established January 1, 1883, by Messrs. Appleton & Litchfield, who 
were succeeded by the present firm on November 15, 1887. The store is spacious 
and attractive, and the proprietors bring to bear ample resources and 
perfected facilities in collecting together from the four corners of the earth 
such a bewildering, yet charming display of the unique and the useful, the 
novel and the beautiful, in the lines of cutlery, fancy hardware, fishing 
tackle, etc. The stock embraces the products of the most celebrated makers 
both in Europe and America. In cutlery the assortments include the best ivory 
handled knives, forks, carvers, slicers, steels, knife-rests, spoons of solid 
silver and heaviest electro-plate; also, beautiful sets of knives, forks and 
spoons in satin-lined cases, admirably suited for wedding and holiday 
presents. In fancy hardware Messrs. Appleton & Co. show one of the largest and 
most serviceable varieties in America, while as regards fishing tackle the 
assortment is unequalled anywhere for material, design and novelty. It is 
simply impossible to particularize, or to attempt an enumeration of the goods 
in stock. It is safe to say they keep everything. The copartners, Messrs. Geo. 
B. Appleton and Charles Z. Bassett, are both natives of Boston and gentlemen 
of large experience, eminent business ability and strict integrity. 
 

Bicycle Trade Record, 1895 

 

 Boston, Mass. – Appleton & Bassett, Hardware and fishing tackle, 

have gone into bicycles, and are handling a high grade wheel known as 

“Appleton and Bassett’s Special.” 

 
 
 

 



 
Boston Herald, Massachusetts, Sunday, August 4, 1901 

 
 
 

 

                         

Liquidation Sale for Appleton & Bassett after the death of Charles Z. Bassett 
Boston Herald, Massachusetts, Sunday, October 13, 1901 

 
          
 
 
                             
 



 
* * * * * 
 

Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 
No new lines add or combined since the last newsletter. 
 

 

 * * * * *  
 

Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 

Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 

whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 

http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 

results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 

520 Salceda Drive 

Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 

bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 

 


