
Bassett Family Newsletter, Volume XVII, Issue 7,  21 Jul 2019 
 
(1) Welcome 
(2) Birney A. Bassett’s Greenhouse  
(3) John Elliot Bassett Obituary 
(4) Bassett’s General Merchandise Photograph, Painted Post, New York 
(5) Charles F. Bassett, World War I Soldier 
(6) Harry White Birdsall Bassett, Bicycle Manufacturer, Australia 
(7) Alden Bassett Real Estate Letterhead 
(8) New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
(9) DNA project update 
 
 
Section 1 - Welcome 
 
No new Bassett trees were added in July.  
 
Totals number of individuals loaded into the Bassett website:   160,594 
 
 
                                                 

                               
 
 
                                
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 
 
 
           
Section 2 – Featured Bassett: Birney A. Bassett’s Greenhouse  
 



Birney A. Bassett descends from #6B William Bassett of Connecticut as follows: 
 
William Bassett of Ct and wife Hannah Dickerman 
John Bassett (b. 1652) and wife Mercy Todd  
John Bassett (b. 1691) and wife Elizabeth Thompson  
William Bassett (b. 1718) and wife Mabel Goodyear  
Hezekiah Bassett (b. 1745) and wife Sarah Ives  
Jared Bassett (b. 1789) and wife Sukey Miller  
Alpheus Bassett (b. 1823) and wife Lucy Buck  
Birney A. Bassett (b. 1867) 
 
To see a previous article and picture of the letterhead for Birney Bassett, click on the following link: 
 
http://www.bassettbranches.org/newsletters/2009/03/200903.shtml 
 

Pennsylvania Farmer, April 26, 1913 
A Small Greenhouse Heated With The House Furnace 

 
 For people who are considering the question of building a small 
greenhouse in which to grow flowers, start plants for the family garden, and 
perhaps supplement their income by selling plants, I wish to tell about the 
success of B.A. Bassett, of Afton, N.Y., with such a greenhouse heated with 
the house furnace. This kind of house is especially adapted for those living 
in city, village or suburban homes, but can be installed by anyone who heats 
his house with a furnace, for a moderate cost. Mr. Bassett’s greenhouse, as 
shown in the illustration, is attached to the house, and the pipes from the 
furnace extend to it. 
 Mr. Bassett’s greenhouse is 20 x 30 feet, which is larger than most 
families would need, and cost about $300, including erection. The most of the 
greenhouse is used for growing flowers and ornamentals, but the space beneath 
the benches is used for starting celery plants, which are pricked out in flats 
and placed in a hot bed or cold frame. Some lettuce and other small vegetables 
are grown during the winter and in the early spring space is given to all the 
early plants needed for the garden. 
 Mr. Bassett does some commercial gardening, but he first supplies his 
own family with an abundance of the best from the greenhouse and garden, and 
his was his main purpose in building his greenhouse. His residence is in a 
village of a few thousand people, and when they saw his flowers and plants 
they wanted to buy them, and the results was the first year after building his 
greenhouse his orders, unsolicited, amounted to about $200. Mr. Bassett 
estimates the cost of heating his greenhouse about $50 per year, as he paid 
this amount in addition to his usual coal bill for his residence for one year. 
 If we place the cost of this greenhouse at $500, which would be 
sufficient to build it in most localities, the interest on the investment is 
about $25 per year. The same city water that is used in the house is also used 
in the greenhouse at an additional cost of about $5 per year. Including the 
cost of heating with these amounts, the cost of operating the greenhouse one 
year is about $80, if we allow a small amount for incidental expenses. If a 
gardener is employed, his wages must be added to this amount. 
 The writer has for many years done considerable gardening under glass, 
and he regards the small greenhouse, or artificially-heated hot bed not as a 
luxury, but almost a necessity, of one wished to get the most out of life in a 
cold climate. 
 



 
 
 
 The family greenhouse need not be as large as Mr. Bassett’s; in fact, 
one-half or two-thirds the size would do very well for the average family, and 
the cost would be correspondingly less.  W.H. Jenkins, Delaware, Co., N.Y. 

 
 
* * * * * 
           
Section 3 – Featured Bassett: Death of John Elliot Bassett  
 
John Eliot Bassett descends from #1B John Bassett of Connecticut as follows: 
 
John Bassett and wife Margery 
Robert Bassett and wife Mary 
Robert Bassett (b 1640) and wife Elizabeth Riggs 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1692) and wife Deborah Bennett 
Benjamin Bassett (b. 1740) and wife Mary Hinman 
John Bassett (b. 1779) and wife Nancy Atwater Lee 
Benjamin Franklin Bassett and wife Mary Louisa Brush 
Samuel Eliot Bassett (b. 1873) and wife Bertha May Raymond 
Thomas Day Seymour Bassett (b. 1913) and wife Patricia Reynolds 
John Elliot Bassett 
 

Star Tribune, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Sunday, Jun 23, 2019 

John Elliot Bassett 



Bassett, John Elliot age 74, died on June 16, 2019. John was born October 22, 

1944 in Elmira, NY to Thomas Day Seymour Bassett and Patricia Reynolds 

Bassett. A graduate of Harvard University ('66), he received medical training 

at the University of Vermont and the University of Iowa. John worked for 

almost 50 years as a cardiologist and physician, caring deeply for his 

patients, and particularly enjoyed teaching and advising medical students and 

young doctors. He was an enthusiastic and dedicated member of the Minnesota 

Chorale with whom he sang as a bass for 34 years. From a young age, John 

loved traveling and engaging with other cultures. He lived in France for a 

year as an exchange student ('61-'62), served in the Peace Corps in Morocco 

('66-'68), worked briefly in Saudi Arabia ('83), and traveled widely with his 

family, from Indonesia to Guatemala to Ethiopia. Passionate about nature and 

animals, John loved hiking, camping, canoeing and kayaking, was an avid 

birder since his teen years, and appreciated tasteful taxidermy. He equally 

relished books and movies, and had a profound love of music with an eclectic 

taste that ranged from classical to folk, Cyndi Lauper, blues and jazz, to 

Macklemore shared with his grandkids. His friends and family will especially 

remember his unique and goofy sense of humor. John had a quiet but powerful 

commitment to the betterment of the world, educating himself about others' 

life experiences and donating generously to environmental and social causes. 

A perpetual extrovert, John loved connecting with friends and strangers 

alike, with particular presence and generosity of spirit in his last 3 

months. He touched many and will be greatly missed. He is survived by his 

wife, Julie Stewart; daughters, Lucy Bassett (Alex Taurel) and Margot Bassett 

Silver (Stowe Silver); grandchildren, Beacon, Eleanor, and Silas Bassett-

Taurel and Oona Silver; sisters, Lisa Bassett and Marty French; exchange 

student, Wina Winoto; and former wife, Caroline Bassett. A memorial will be 

held at the First Unitarian Society of Minneapolis (900 Mount Curve Ave, 

Minneapolis, MN 55403) on July 13 at 2pm. Donations on his behalf can be made 

to the PKD Foundation or the Minnesota Chorale.  

 
 
* * * * * 
           
Section 4 – Featured Bassett: Bassett’s General Merchandise, Painted Post, New York 
 

Benjamin Clark Bassett descends from #1B John Bassett as follows: 
 
John Bassett and wife Margery 
Robert Bassett and wife Mary 
Robert Bassett (b 1640) and wife Elizabeth Riggs 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1692) and wife Deborah Bennett 
Joseph Bassett (b. 1727) and wife Sarah Hawkins 
Samuel Bassett (b. 1766) and wife Sally Atwell 
Clark Bassett (b. 1810) and wife Mary Melvina Hanford 
Benjamin Clark Bassett (b. 1846) 
 
To read more about Benjamin Clark Bassett, click on the link below for a previous newsletter. 
 
http://www.bassettbranches.org/newsblog/benjamin-clark-bassett-merchant-from-painted-post-new-york/ 
 



 
Bassett’s General Merchandise Postcard. For sale on ebay. (1913 postmark) 

 
Corning Journal, Wednesday, January 24, 1894 

 

 B.C. Bassett & Co., merchants, of Painted Post, have adopted the 

cash or ready pay system. It is a wise move, as there are “dead beats” 

at Painted Post, as well as elsewhere, and they chuckle over the fact 

of cheating any one they deal with. 

 
 
* * * * * 
 
           
Section 5 – Featured Bassett Charles Francis Bassett, World War I Soldier:  
 

Charles Francis Bassett descends from #71B William O. Bassett as follows: 
 
William O. Bassett (b. 1821) and wife Elizabeth Sheeman 
Robert W. Bassett (b. 1851) and wife Louisa Dodge 
Charles Francis Bassett (b. 1897) and wife Mary Ina Gillespie 
 
Earlier his month, I was contacted by a gun dealer in Florida who had purchased a gun from a dealer in 
Bay City, Michigan. (Picture on next page).  The initials on the holster were Chas. F. Bassett. The only 
clue he had was that it belonged to Brigadier General Charles Bassett. It turns out the gun was sold to the 
Michigan gun shop by a member of the Gillespie family. Charles Francis Bassett served in World War I 
and then went on to serve in World War II as well. 
 
 



                 
Gun, holster and ammo from World War I 

 

Flint Journal, Michigan, Tuesday, October 16, 1917 
Former Flint Player Starring for M.A.C. 

Chuck Bassett 
 
 Charles Bassett, who played on the Central high school football team for 
four years gives promise of being one of the big players in the west before 
his college career is over. He is now a sophomore and is playing on the 
regulars at M.A.C. He has already received mention for his good work by 
several of the critics in the state. He was a member of Coach Mayer’s Central 
team when it completed the season twice, without losing a game and played 
post-season games with Detroit Central for the state championship. 
 

 
Picture of Charles Bassett that came along with the gun purchase. 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
Section 6 – Featured Bassett: Harry White Birdsall Bassett of Australia:  
 



Harry Bassett descends from #299B Samuel Bassett of Gloucester, England as follows: 
 
Samuel Bassett and wife Sarah 
Thomas Bassett (b. 1789) and wife Swindinia 
Absalom Bassett (b. 1828) and wife Tryphena (White) Lowke 
Harry White Birdsall Bassett (b. 1855) 

 
Winner, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, Wednesday, 19 August 1914 

Pioneer of Cycling 

                            

 Mr. Harry Bassett, who claims to be the pioneer cycle builder of 

Australia was born at Northampton, England, and came to Victoria in the year 

1881. About a month after his arrival he established his factory at 28 

Elizabeth street, Melbourne. Business increased so rapidly that more 

accommodation was a necessity and in December, 1883, he moved into larger 

premises. Mr. Bassett soon established his name, and his make, the “Victory”, 

was eagerly sought after by the champions at that time. Mr. Bassett also took 

and active part in racing, being very successful. Racing on the high machines 

was very popular and people would travel many miles to witness the racing. Long 

distances were ridden then, and the riders thought very little of riding to 

Ballarat and Bendigo, and could climb Anthony’s Cutting, near Bacchus Marsh, 

and Curley Hill, at Keilor, with ease. Prices for machines ranged from £13 to 

£35. Mr. Bassett’s sons still carry on the business at Victoria street, North 

Melbourne. An invitation was extended to Mr. Bassett to start the race for the 

high bike championship, but he was unable to be present, being away on a trip 

to Queensland. 



                  

 

The Argus, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, Saturday, 26 December 1925 

Bassett 

 

BASSETT – On the 22nd December, at Rockhampton, Queensland, Harry W. B. 

Bassett, beloved husband of Anne Bassett, and father of Alice (Mrs. V. Cobb), 

Joe, Stanley, and Gladys (Mrs. L. Beveridge), of 14 Victoria street, North 

Melbourne, aged 70 years, pioneer of cycle trade. (Northampton, England, 

papers please copy.) 

 

To read the original article on Harry Bassett, click on the link below. 

 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/newsletters/2006/200611/200611.shtml 

 
* * * * * 
           
Section 7 – Featured Bassett: Alden Bassett letterhead of Colorado  
 

Alden Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows: 
 
William Bassett of Plymouth and wife Elizabeth  
William Bassett (b. 1624) and wife Mary Rainsford  
Nathan Bassett (b. 1667) and wife Mary Huckens  
Samuel Bassett (b. 1693) and wife Martha Pease  
Cornelius Bassett (b. 1722) and wife Lydia Norton  
Ebenezer Bassett (b. 1751) and wife Abigail Adams  
Francis Bassett (b. 1793) and wife Mary Cushing  
William Howland Bassett (b. 1820) and wife Hannah MacMaster  
Alden Bassett (b. 1845) and wife Josephine Rosalie Haskell 
 

A Union Army Civil War veteran. 
CO. B, 3rd Colorado Cavalry. 

San Juan Prospector dated April 2, 1926 
 
Alden Bassett was born June 25, 1845 at Lymn Township, Grant County, 
Wisconsin. He died at Soldier’s and Sailor’s home, Monte Vista, Colorado, 
Monday, March 22, 1926, at 80 years of age. 



Alden Bassett moved to Dixon, Illinois in his early life and resided here 
until Mr. Bassett moved to Denver City, Jefferson Territory, at the age of 
fifteen, when he and his father, William Bassett entered in the mining 
business at Black Hawk. He there enlisted with what was known as the Tylen 
Rangers at that place and was then transferred to the 3rd Colorado Calvary in 
1864. 
His father and he then entered into milling business on the Divide near Denver 
at Edgerton, Colorado. On September 15, 1870, he was united in marriage to 
Josephine R. Haskell, at Boulder, Colorado. There was born to this union five 
boys and three girls. Florence Dorr, Los Angeles; W. H. Bassett, Jr., Pueblo; 
Alden B. who preceded him in death in 1893; Loren Bassett; Alvin B., who 
preceded him to the grave in 1918; Amy Lylia, who preceded him in death in 
1890; Harold of Salina, Kansas; and Gertrude Coombs. There are eight 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. 
His father preceded him to the San Luis Valley in July, 1872. Mr. Bassett and 
wife arriving in the valley in November, 1873, where they continued in the 
milling business for some little time. Following this they moved to Silverton, 
Colorado where he was connected with Sherwin and Haughton in the mercantile 
business. Upon his return to Del Norte, he was elected and served six years as 
clerk and recorder of Rio Grande County. He then went to Summitville where he 
was superintendent for the Thomas M. Bowen mine. He then returned to Del Norte 
where he was engaged in the mercantile business until the Creede boom where he 
was employed by the Hoover Contracts. Then he returned to Del Norte and was 
elected county treasurer of Rio Grande County in 1893 and served as such to 
January 1, 1898. His health then failing, he moved to South Fork where he 
passed three years farming and in the employment of the Galbreath Tie and 
Timber Company. In November, 1902, he was elected probate judge of Rio Grande 
County and served until January, 1913, at which time he was appointed Clerk of 
the District Court of the 12th Judicial District, serving in this capacity 
until February, 1921 when he suffered a stroke. 
Alden Bassett was a member of Del Norte Lodge No. 105, A.F. and A.M., Del 
Norte Chapter No. 39, Royal Arch Masons, Rio Grande Commandary No. 15, Knights 
Templers, Pueblo Consistory No. 3, Consistory Masons, Al Kaly Shrine, Pueblo, 
Colorado, Del Norte Chapter No. 49 O. E. Star; Coronado Lodge No. 25, Knights 
of Pythias; Las Pinos Camp No. 24, W.O.W.; Sons of Colorado, Joe Hooker Post, 
Grand Army of the Republic. 
 

 
 
 
 
* * * * * 
 

Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter 
 

No lines added or combined this month. 
 

 * * * * *  
 



Section 9 - DNA project update. 
 
 
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project. 

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below. 

Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a 

whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.  

 

http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett 

This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at: 

 

A current spreadsheet of results can be found at: 

http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls  

If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test 

results at the following website.  

http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/  

Jeffrey Bassett 

520 Salceda Drive 

Mundelein, IL 60060 USA 

bassettgenealogy@gmail.com 
 

 

 


