Splinters From the Tree – October 2014
(1) Welcome
(2) John T. Bassett of Benton Harbor, Michigan, Ham Radio Operator
(3) Harry H. Bassett of Seattle, Washington
(4) Bassett House of Ocean Park Maine
(5) Colonel Sam Bassett of England
(6) Glenn Bassett, tennis player and coach at UCLA
(7) Arthur Bassett of Michigan
(8) New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter
(9) DNA project update
Section 1 - Welcome
The following trees were added to the Bassett website database since the last newsletter:
500B. Jesse Bassett of York County, Virginia (30 individuals)
*****
Section 2 - Featured Bassett: John T. Bassett
John T. Bassett descends from #13B Richard Bassett of Maryland/Georgia as follows:
Richard Bassett (b. 1760) of Georgia and wife Ann
John Bassett (b. 1787) and wife Agatha Heard
Thomas Jefferson Bassett (b. 1815) and wife Mary Traylor
Thomas Jefferson Bassett Jr. (b. 1847) and wife Julia Ann Josephine Browning
William Newton Bassett (b. 1873) and wife Lucy Jane Brown
John T. Bassett (b. 1912)

I found this Ham Radio operator card for sale on ebay.

*****

Section 3 - Featured Bassett: Harry H. Bassett of Seattle, Washington
Harry H. Bassett was born 26 May 1876 in New York according to several census returns.
According to his death record, he was the son of George W. Bassett. I have not yet identified his family
line.

Oregonian, Portland, Oregon, Wednesday, September 21, 1910
Bassett Not Angry
Writes Coroner, Intimating He Expected Death
Wrong Not Intentional
Man Accused of Being Implicated in Death of Roberts Woman
Says He Will Not Blame Husband, if Harmed
Harry H. Bassett, accused of being implicated in the death of Mrs.
Frances Roberts, in the Saranac Hotel, last week, expected to be killed by
the husband, according to a letter of his turned over to Constable Wagner
yesterday by Roberts.
Bassett wrote the letter to the Coroner, but delivered it to Roberts,
when he came down from Cascade Locks the morning after the death of his wife.
At the inquest he testified to receiving the letter, but said he was too
nervous to read it.
Bassett Sends Telegram
Roberts was called to this city by a telegram from Bassett, which said:
“Mr. Roberts: Select a true friend and meet me at depot on arrival of first
Portland train. Don’t fail. Harry H. Bassett”.
The letter to the Coroner which Bassett turned over to Roberts at the
station, said:
“I am going to leave Portland tomorrow for Cascade Locks to notify
Robert M. Roberts of his wife’s death, Mrs. Frances Roberts, which occurred
at Saranac Hotel, Sixth street, Portland, about 11:40 P.M. September 15. I
will give him a true account of the affair, as I deem it my duty to do so,
regardless of cost, which is to state that I only tried to prove a friend in
deed when I was called upon to do so, as I know what friends are, in word
only.
“I wish also to state I have a check deposit in the First National Bank
which I will endorse, and I with it payable to Mr. Robert M. Roberts, if he
so desires: also about $52 in currency, which I also will to him, such to be
used by him for expenses of his wife’s funeral. I have been accused of
wronging him in the past, but as God is my judge I did not know I was doing
so, and after I was told I had done so, I have tried to make reparation. But
as I will not reproach the dead, I have tried to be a friend and a true one
and will end as such.
Bassett is Charitable
“I have a task to perform, that one man in a thousand would do, but I
will do my duty as I see it, and may God give me grace to do so. If he, Mr.
Robert M. Roberts, does not believe my statements, and should offer me bodily
harm, I wish the public in general not to condemn him, as probably his grief
may be so strong that he will not look at it in any light but his own, and if
such is the case I don’t want him condemned for anything he does.
“This is no confession of any wrong doing, but is made so as to prove
my loyalty and true friendship for his deceased wife. As for me, I don’t

care, as my life has not been joyous at any time, and if I can give it up for
the only true friend that I have ever had, I am willing to do so. “Harry H.
Bassett”
Oregonian, Friday, April 14, 1911
Bassett Jury Disagrees
No Verdict Reached in Charge of Causing Woman’s Death
After deliberating more than nine hours yesterday, a jury in Judge
McGinn’s department of the Circuit Court, failed to agree on a verdict in the
case of Harry H. Bassett, who is charged with manslaughter in connection with
the death of Mrs. Frances Roberts, of Cascade Locks, September 15, 1910. The
jury was discharged.
Bassett was indicted by the county grand jury March 10, charged with
causing the death of Mrs. Roberts by illegal medical methods. Mrs. Roberts
was the wife of a Cascade Locks man, and Bassett on the witness stand said
that when Mrs. Roberts died he went to Roberts and acknowledged having had
improper relations with his wife. He was willing then, he said, to make
amends for his wrong. Bassett denied that he had committed the crime of which
he was charged.
Bassett is employed in the railway service as an electrician.

*****
Section 4 - Featured Bassett: Bassett House of Ocean Park Maine
The house pictured below was known as the "Bassett House". I have so far been unable to find out more
on who it was named for.

"Bassett House" Ocean Park, Maine circa 1920
*****

Section 5 - Featured Bassett: Colonel Sam Bassett
Colonel Sam Bassett descends from #501B Mary Bassett as follows:
Mary Bassett
Samuel Bassett (b. 1835 in Hambleden, Buckinghamshire) and wife Sarah Garrod
Samuel John Bassett (b. 1863) and wife Eleanor Woodroffe
Samuel John Woodroffe Bassett (b. 1890)
The following article was written and submitted by Alan Bassett of England.

"Bassett House" today

Colonel Sam Bassett CBE RM

(1890-1974)

Colonel Sam Bassett is a legend in the Royal Marines, having spent over 50
years in the service, rising from the rank of Private and serving in both
World War 1 and World War 2.
Samuel John Woodroffe Bassett was born on the 12 June 1890 to Samuel John and
Eleanor (nee Woodroffe) Bassett in Peckham, South London; he was their first
child and was baptised on 20 July 1890 at St Judes, Peckham. Samuel senior
had been a journalist and was widely-travelled. The 1891 census shows the
family living at 55 Lugard Road, the father’s occupation is given as a
“bookseller’s assistant”. The family however, fell on difficult times and
moved to Portsmouth to live with Sam’s Aunt Emily and Uncle Alfred. By the
1901 census the family included Sam’s brother Christopher, and sisters
Evangeline, Pepita and Hettie. They were living at 36 St Paul’s Road,
Portsmouth, and Samuel senior’s occupation is noted as “commercial
traveller”.
Uncle Alfred owned a small sailing boat and Sam and his brother learnt to
sail and earned money by ferrying passengers over to HMS Victory, and by
ferrying Royal Marines to Gosport.
Sam Bassett attended a local Church School where he was taught French. He
became a server in the local Church which conducted services in Latin;
consequently the priest taught him Latin. Additionally, at the behest of his
father, he learnt Russian; and he studied Welsh in order to appreciate its
poetry. Also, his brother taught him to play the piano. His parents decided
on a career in the priesthood for him and he was sent to an ecclesiastical
college in Wimbledon where he stayed for the next three years. Just before
the final examinations in 1907 however, he decided that this was not the life
for him and simply walked out of the gate, crossed Wimbledon Common and
travelled to London. Walking to Trafalgar Square, he stopped and watched the
Life Guards at the entrance of Horse Guards Parade. He was spotted by a
Recruiting Colour Sergeant for the Royal Marines who explained that he was
too small to be in the Guards but he could join the Marines and see the
world! Sam Bassett was led to the recruiting office where he was given a
brief medical examination and signed on the dotted line for 12 years in the
service.
Sam Bassett was sent to Deal in Kent for his basic training. He was of
slighter build than his comrades, but better educated; he took extra physical
training exercises and, uniquely, passed the Third, Second and First Class
education certificates in one go. In eight months he was made Section Leader
of his drill squad, which aroused a certain amount of jealousy amongst his
men. This was cured one evening however when he was set upon by a drunken
bully in the barrack room. Bassett happened to be sitting on his bed cleaning

his bayonet and immediately retaliated by stabbing him in the thigh. The
screaming of the wounded man quickly brought the Corporal and the SergeantMajor who sized up the situation and instructed the Sick Bay Attendant to sew
him up there on the barrack room floor. No more was said of the incident.
After twelve months training at Deal, Sam Bassett was transferred to
Portsmouth as a full Private. There he set up a Signal Department, learnt
Morse Code, and became an instructor. He was posted to HMS Euryalus and then
to the Signalling Station on Malta with the Mediterranean Fleet. On his
return to Portsmouth he was promoted to Corporal and in 1914, just before
World War One broke out, was promoted to Lance-Sergeant. Soon after, he was
on board a yacht in the English Channel which was struck by a French
Destroyer; he was one of only five survivors. A few days later he was
informed that he had been selected for a commission. Up until then it was not
possible for a man on the lower deck to be promoted to the quarter deck
(Officer rank), but this new possibility had just been introduced by the
First Lord of the Admiralty, Winston Churchill.
All was not straightforward however and Sam Bassett was informed that
promotion would not happen unless he had seen active service. Inevitably he
was sent to a Marine Division fighting on the Western Front and experienced
all the horrors of trench warfare. He survived the carnage, carried out his
duties well, and was duly commissioned a probationary Second Lieutenant in
His Majesty’s Corps of Royal Marines.
His first posting as an officer was to HMS Dreadnought at Scapa Flow; the
ship occasionally steaming out into the North Atlantic to intercept and
challenge the German fleet. In February 1918 he was posted to HMS Isis for
Atlantic convoy protection duties.
After WW1, Sam Bassett was sent to the island of Lemnos in the Aegean Sea as
Signals Officer. His fluency in Russian caught up with him however. The
Russian civil war (Bolshevik Revolution) was in full swing and his talents
were required at the British Military Mission in Rostov. So, from Lemnos he
was posted to Army HQ in Constantinople as Staff Captain and liaison officer
and thence travelled by Royal Navy destroyer to Novorossiysk in Russia. He
then continued to Rostov. The war between the White Russian and Red Russian
armies caused thousands of civilian refugees to head to Novorossiysk. Sam
Bassett witnessed three girls making their way slowly along, the one in the
middle having no shoes and being supported by the other two. Despite orders
not to fraternise, he threw her a pair of his shoes. Refugees were evacuated
by the Royal Navy back to Lemnos and a refugee camp set up. Before long, Sam
Bassett needed help with his interpreter duties, and a girl was duly found in
the camp who could speak English; she was the girl to whom he had thrown his
shoes in the retreat to the Crimea! The girl was Zoya Gadzinzski and was to
become his wife. They married in 1921; there were three wedding ceremonies,
one in Russian, one before the Civil Governor in Lemnos, and one aboard HMS
Dublin which was moored in the harbour.
He returned to Constantinople and Sebastopol where he was invested with the
Order of St Stanislas for his work in Russia.
He and his wife returned on board HMS Centaur to the UK, where his daughter
Zoya Eleanor Bassett was born, and after a further signalling course the
family was posted to HMS Ceres in Malta. After a stint with the Mediterranean
Fleet he was appointed to the Royal Naval Staff College at Greenwich, the

first ranker to receive such an appointment. After passing out he was posted
as Staff Officer (Intelligence) to Cape Town in 1926, and also made ADC to
the Governor, the Earl of Athlone. One of his duties was the preparation of
war plans, and to this end he engaged in solo clandestine reconnaissance of
foreign areas, mainly harbours and docks, for possible future use by the
Royal Navy.
After three and a half years he returned to the UK in January 1930 and a
posting at the Naval Intelligence Department at the Admiralty. In September
1931 the Invergordon Mutinies occurred at the anchorage of the Royal Navy
Atlantic Fleet due to the defence cuts and subsequent pay reductions of RN
sailors and officers. Sam Bassett was sent to Scotland on an undercover
mission to determine the circumstances and the ringleaders which had brought
to a halt the greatest battle fleet in the world. After this and further
investigations he reported directly to the Prime Minister, Ramsay MacDonald.
He also carried out naval investigation work in Gibraltar and Malta which led
to meetings with Lord Louis Mountbatten and The Prince of Wales.
Sam Bassett was subsequently promoted to the rank of Brevet-Major and left
the Security Service to take up an appointment as Company Commander at the
Officers’ Training and Recruit Depot at Deal in Kent. He was soon however
sent back to intelligence work in Singapore and carried out under-cover work
in the Dutch East Indies. He was then posted to Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and
then back to the UK as Brigade-Major at Chatham in Kent.
In 1939, when World War 2 broke out, Sam Bassett was ordered to report to the
Naval Intelligence Division in London. Here he set up a department that was
to eventually be one of the largest inter-service and inter-allied
intelligence organisations, employing almost six thousand people, and having
a major input into the planning of the war effort. It was known as the InterServices Topographical Department (ISTD), was based in Oxford, and was
responsible for providing maps, photographs and scale models of important
areas and targets anywhere as requested. This inevitably brought him into
direct contact with the Chiefs of Staff and also the Prime Minister, Sir
Winston Churchill.
Although now aged over 50 and with the rank of Colonel, Sam Bassett was still
a fully active Royal Marine. In the lead up to the D-Day Landings in 1944 he
realised that although the ISTD had provided the Allies with extensive
reconnaissance information of the proposed landing sites, crucially there was
no knowledge of whether they could support the great weight of tanks and
military equipment. To get some answers Sam Bassett went on a clandestine
mission by RN submarine to the coast of France where he was landed at night
to assess the ground and take soil samples. He hid during the next day and
was picked up the following night.
After the invasion, the ISTD continued to provide maps, photos and
intelligence to the advancing armies in France, Belgium, Holland and Germany.
Also sections had been set up to concentrate on the Far East and South-East
Asia, and others set up in the USA and in Australia.
As World War 2 ended, Sam Bassett was rewarded by various countries for his
valuable and outstanding work:The Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (Commander)
United States Order of Merit (Officer)
Royal Norwegian King Haakon VII Order of Freedom

Royal Norwegian Order of St Olave
Legion d’Honneur (Chevalier), France
and also personal letters from General Eisenhower, their Lordships at the
Admiralty and Buckingham Palace.
Other awards were:
The Order of St Stanislas (Commander with Swords), Russia
The King George V Silver Jubilee Medal 1935
The Queen Elizabeth II Coronation Medal 1953
Colonel Sam Bassett CBE RM retired after 54 years’ service and died in 1974
in Woking, Surrey.

Author’s Notes
•
•
•

•

This account is taken in the main from Sam Bassett’s own autobiography
“Royal Marine”, published in 1962 by Peter Davies Ltd, from which the
photographs of him are reproduced with thanks.
Sam Bassett’s medals are on display at the Royal Marines Museum in
Southsea, Hampshire. The photograph of them is reproduced with kind
permission of The Trustees of the Royal Marines Museum.
I undertook some ancestry research for completeness which showed that
Lieutenant Samuel John Woodroffe Bassett RMLI married Dora Mildred
Fuidge at St John’s Church, Upper Holloway, London on 09 Apr 1919. The
national BMD register shows that Dora M A Bassett died in the third
quarter of 1920 in Islington, London. These events are not mentioned in
the autobiography.
Sam Bassett’s daughter Zoya Eleanor married a Royal Marine Officer,
Peter Hellings, in 1941. Later, as General Sir Peter William Craddock
Hellings KCB DSC MC he subsequently became Commandant General of
Royal Marines (1968-1971).

*****
Section 6 - Featured Bassett: Glenn Bassett, tennis player and coach at UCLA

Glenn Bassett descends from #12B Oliver Bassett as follows:
Oliver Bassett and wife Betsey
Elias Bassett (b. 1800) and wife Matilda Salter
Charles Henry Bassett (b. 1828) and wife Mary Elizabeth Wright
Ernest Knight Bassett (b. 1861) and wife Lucy Goodwin
Clive Ernest Bassett (b. 1896) and wife Florence Noble
Glenn Bassett
Glenn is still living in California.

Glenn during his playing days at UCLA
The Gainesville Sun, December 3, 1992
UCLA’s Tennis coach Glenn Bassett to retire
LOS ANGELES – Glenn Bassett, the nation’s winningest college tennis
coach, announced Wednesday he will retire immediately to take advantage of a
one-time UCLA early-retirement program that earns the retiree additional
service credit.
Bassett will serve as head coach during the 1993 season under a special
coaching agreement.
Bassett is in his 27th year as UCLA’s head coach. His overall dual-match
record is 568-89-2. His teams have won seven NCAA team championships, 13
conference championships and have never had a losing season.
Bassett was a three-year letterman at UCLA from 1948-1950 and was a
captain when UCLA won its first NCAA team tennis title in 1950. That was
UCLA’s first team championship in any sport.
He is the only man in NCAA history to win an NCAA tennis title as a
player, assistant coach and head coach.

*****
Section 7 - Featured Bassett: Arthur Bassett of Michigan
Arthur Bassett descends from William Bassett of Plymouth as follows:
William Bassett and wife Elizabeth
Nathaniel Bassett (b. 1628) and wife Dorcas Joyce
Nathan Bassett (b. 1677) and wife Mary Crowell
Samuel Bassett (b. 1714) and wife Susannah Lombard
Nehemiah Bassett (b. 1743) and wife Dorcas Cole
Nehemiah Bassett (b. 1786) and wife Mary J. Lawson
Nehemiah Bassett (b. 1811) and wife Mary Foster
Arthur Bassett (b. 1851) and wife Elizabeth Fancher

Arthur Bassett, Bay City Times, August 12, 1890
Bay City Times, Bay City, Michigan, Tuesday, August 12, 1890
Past Great Commander of the Great Camp
Arthur Bassett was born at Fairfield, Lenawee county, January 17, 1851.
He remained with his parents on the farm until 16 when he was attracted to
East Saginaw where he engaged as a drug clerk. In 1868 he went to Detroit and
entered the employ of the wholesale drug store of Farrand, Sheeley & Co.,
remaining with them until 1875 when he went to work in a bank. Four years
later he engaged in the drug business on his own account and here we find him
today doing a large and lucrative business. In 1879 he joined the Maccabees
when the order was under Canadian government and was elected Sir Knight
Commander. He took a prominent part in reorganizing the order. In 1885 he was
elected Great Lieutenant Commander of the Great Camp for this state. He held
the position of commander of his tent for a number of years and has always
proved himself to be an earnest worker in the cause.

THE BOOK OF DETROITERS
A Biographical Dictionary of
Living Men of the City of Detroit
Edited
by
Albert
Nelson
(Chicago) A.N. Marquis & Company 1908

Leading
Marquis

BASSETT, Arthur, loan agent; born, Lenawee Co., Mich. Jan. 17, 1851; son of
Nehemiah and Mary (Foster) Bassett; educated in district schools and East
Saginaw High School; married at Detroit, November, 1883, Elizabeth C.
Fancher. Began active career as clerk in drug store, East Saginaw, at fifteen
years of age; was connected with wholesale drug house, later in banking
institution three years, and was in drug business for himself nineteen years;

has been special loan agent Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Co. at Detroit
since 1895. Republican. Baptist. member K.O.T.M. Office: 809 Union Trust
Bldg. Residence: 105 Hancock Ave., E.
*****

Section 8 - New family lines combined or added since the last newsletter

The following family lines have been added since the last newsletter.
500B. Jesse Bassett of York County, Virginia
*****
Section 9 - DNA project update.
No new results to report on the Bassett DNA project.

Donations of any amount can be made to the Bassett DNA project by clicking on the link below.
Any funds donated will be used to fund select Bassett DNA tests that will further our project as a
whole and benefit all Bassetts worldwide.
http://www.familytreedna.com/group-general-fund-contribution.aspx?g=Bassett
This is just a reminder that the DNA portion of the Bassett Family Association can be found at:
http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/
A current spreadsheet of results can be found at:
http://www.bassettbranches.org/dna/BassettDNA.xls
If you don't have Excel and can't open the spreadsheet above, you can now see the DNA test
results at the following website.
http://www.familytreedna.com/public/Bassett/
Jeffrey Bassett
520 Salceda Drive
Mundelein, IL 60060 USA
bassettgenealogy@gmail.com

